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Truth and Certainty of the 


PROTESTANT FAITH, 


With a ſhort and plain account of the 
Doctrine of the 


ROMISH CHURCE 


In its viſible Oppoſition to Scripture z | 
and the very being of Chriſtianity. 


To which is adjoined ſome ſerious Conſidera- 
tions anent Popery, &the ſtate of that. Controverſy. 


L Fxer. Hit: Ver. Tc: 
And be ready alwayes togive an anſwer to every man that asketh 
you areaſenofthe hope that s im +04. 


REV EL. x1v. Ver, 9. | 

If any man worship the Beaſt, or his Image, and reoerve hs mark in 

by forehead , or m hu hand, 
Ver. 10. The ſame 5shal drink of the wine of the wrath of God , 
which is pawred out without mixture into the cup of bus mdigna= 
tron, and he shailbe tormented with fire and brimſtone , m the pre« 
ence of the holy Angels an im the preſence of the Lamb. 

Ver. 11- And the ſmoak of their torment sball aſcend up for e= 
ver and ever. 


Printed inthe Year 1678. 
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CHRISTIAN READER, 


READER, 

ennc/c few ſpeets adjoyned here 
Kol 20477757 Popery, was in part 

| © As publiſhed, but being 

Dt <w7th ſome further enlarges 


t may not be found unſuteable to ſet them 
[own here in the cloſe, when ſo convincing 
© neceſſar ariſe from the foregoing ſitbgec! 
s clear 5 though ſuch as deſire may | Jos it by 
ſelf alſo, ithout the preceeding treatiſe... 
beſe grounds did in ſome meaſure preſſe 
e nouvy to the preſent publiſhing thereof. 
. That the import of this controverſy be- 
wixt the Romiſh aud Reformed Church, 
oncernes the meanest this day no leſs than 
F 1 the 


SASASSASSAAANASASGAMA 


uy ment now reprinted 5 T hope, 


* . _ Epiſtle to the 
the more knowing and learned ; and that ge 
be a Proteſtant in earneft mu? neceſſari" 
require a ſeeing the truth with their- ovoſſ 
eyes, yea ſucha faith, as us the reſult of of 
Judgment upon diligent ſearch convinced bſ# 
the Scripture. 2. That it is an hour ffÞ'© 
great trial, and of the power of darkf 
neſs; when the Popiſh eAdver ſary u wF'« 
febly at work almost every where to ſoul 
tares, whilff ſo fevu even of thoſe wi? 
ſeeme ſerious in profeſſing the truth , ca ® 
give a clear account of the groſneſs of TiF8' 
pery , and ſolide grounds of the Proteſtanſ/4 
Dottrine, when thus aſſaulted , but WW! 
"naked thereto. as without defence, thoug'® 
abounding and clearest light hath been hel" 
forth for that end; and at a ſad diſavany”0 
tage to hold fait their Profeſſion by ſuffeÞ**- 
ing , if they ſhould be called thereto , as(*0 
former times. 3. The wiſible hazard F< 
many young Ones in this coor i 4 < 
made a prey of, and eaſily porſoned vil ys 
Popery , woho but ſeldome  wuork out Þ ” 
 therr age and riper years , What theyt 
drink in in their youth. 4.T hat ſuch ane 
ſeemed convincingly needfut for theſe, whif©? 
| | P 


les vant of time, indifpe/ition taread , 
tt foathne/5 too be at expence ins buying 
wipes, tr #00 vi/able a Jett, for therr inaproun 
he what hath been more largely written by 
bBber's.. 5. That (as I hopett ſhall be fornd) 
of bat 7s of greatef} vueight or neceſſary. 
be fo be known in theſe Controver(1es., 15 
uitre campriſed, though in [mall bound<s., 
ot 092th fach plainleſ+ , that the meanest 
irader may underſtand and know the Ta- 
-af ine and principles of Popery, and what 
pP@guments they pretend to be moFt ſtrong , 
an#/4 forth in the Queſtions here propeſed ; 
+ (tb 2 clear wiew of their dirett oppoſition 
ugi2e Scripture by the Anſwers thereto; [0 
fin 2 very few houres, theſe for whom this 
an10f7 deſigned , may by reading it but ſome 
Tnves over, have it ſo far impreſſed on them, 
00 know how to anſwere, and give a ſ0« 
1 $$ account of the Proteſtant Dottrime, 
1 4 gro/neſs of Popery, when afſautted by 
off Seducers. If to any ſuch this ſmall eſ- 
t Wy 1:ght be of uſe , . 1 may then ſay, the 

thor hath not loft his deſire and aime, 
eſt ever entertainment it ſhould other- 
hte meet with. The time haſteneth , when 
aj * 4. that 


Epiſtle ro ws Chriſti tian Reader.” 


. that only , wohich tendeth toa ſolide pea 
with Fefus Chrift wvuill abide, and ly 'ne 
fo theſoul when the Teſtimony of MEM 7 | 
be of ſmall ualue.,. | 

TI ſhall but add, that nothing « i þ 
charged on the Romiſs eAdverſary, as th 
prenciples. Which their own greate#t Writ 
ers, of the Dorine of the Councel of Tra 

do not clearly attes?. The Reader -wuou$c 

conſider, that theſe Sections into vuhich thilf* 

a divided , is vuith reſpetF to the part; 

lar Heads of the Romiſh Doctrine, Vi 

ars there handled. 


There are ſeyeral Miſtakes in wor | 
from the preſs, which Ihope, the judicio 
Reader will difcerne,withour havin _— 


darkned thereby, and pardon, with ſome. 


fible Miſtakes alſo in the pointing. 


"The Proteſtant Religion, what? — 
AASASALALAASASARAASE 
FOVVVEVVE EVI eDeevey 
FEST 1 FE 
ITT Eip int ; to know theeruth 
AN Is an wk. ns Ov we profeſs.» 
/ TID < f) What S480 be underflood by the Proteſtant 
C1 WY ad Reformed Religion , « under ſuch,« de* 
[5 r= fionation it u now held forth® Anſ. The 
ecripture , unto whole trial 'this offereth itſelf, clearly 
Wheweri, that it is no new DoQrine begngn in on the 
"BWorld, but the truth of Chriſtianity , by the good hand 
pf the Lord on the Reformed Church , confeſſed ; affe 
Fd , and purged from the corruptions of Popery ; and 


ath rhe very ſame grounds to prove it, which the Chri- 
ian Religion hath. Qu, Is it not of late , the Name of Pro+ 


- 


eſtant , much leſs 4 Church» was known» and from viſible 


ppearances but little » to evidence its being and ſucceſſion inthe 
World ., when Popery for many Ages tad 4 conſpicuons and flou- 
iſhing State ? ſ. We deny not the Reformation to be 
ate , and that name of Proteſtant, which hath irs riſe from 
 ſolemne Proteſtation, of ſeveral Princes and a 
Popery : But theſe alſo.are demonſtrably clear. 1. How 
tis the ſame truth, and Religion of the Apoſtles and 
10 rimirive Church , wherein they walked , in 2 
-<at meaſure after darkned, as Antichrifiieuiſme grew up 3 

hich hath been unanſwerably , proyed to the World 
.. Thatinthe Scripture no ground can be ſhewed , for a 
ontinual viſibility of the Church, as anunite body ; and 


na flouriſhing outward ſtare ; but the contrary is fore- - 


old, how obſcure, & low her condition ſhould be dur- 
ng .Amicbriſt's reign : So as 4 place of biding was then pre- 
dared for bey, Rev. 12: 6. 3. YeteEven in the darkeſt times , 

ere did not want ſome viſibility of the true Church., - 
continued ſucceſſion of witn _ w appear for the Truth. 


and 
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2 The Prqteſtanr the tyyeancient Chriſtan Religion, 


and againſt the Rqmyſh Apgſtacie , which , as afreſh Ri- 
i Bark £1 Ly HAH horride Lake , without 
mixing with it. . Qu. }#þ4t pecyliar grounds ate ty prowſcſt 
thy, or enforce 4convition on others. That the Proteftanit Re-K {ef 
ligien , thy day , 4 the pure » and ancient Chriſtian Religicnz[W; 
nf. It men ſhut not their eyes, none can deny theſe YQ1 
_ as a teſt of the certainty thereof. I, Its exaCt con-©WPri 
rmity to the Scripture , and to the genuine and peripi-W Tr: 
cuous ſenſe thereof, than which nothing 1s. more clear, ons 
if we will, but compare theſe rogether. 2. That the Sup 
Proteſtant Rehigion , in all the eflentials thereof, is the cip] 
very ſame, andexadly agrees with the Faith of the Chri-Eon! 
ftian Church ; in the firſt three centuries 3 and for this weſare 
appeal our adverſaries to produce one efſenrial difference, | 
betwixt the one and the other from the Records of theſe 
times, orany Writings of the Fathers. 3. Thatnoevi- 
dence can be given, in contending for the Chriſtian Faith 
_ Heathens, and to hold forth the certainty thereof, 
ich doth not undeniably anſwer to confirm the Prote- 
fſtantReligion. 4. That in the writings of the greateſt Adver- 
Caries, 6 their bitter inveRtives againſt Chriſtianity, who in 
the firſt times did oppoſe themfelves to the ſame Dottrine 
the Proteſtant. Church now owns, and profeſſeth ; ſuch 
as Caſuws , Tryphon , Porphyrie, Lucian , &c, There is not 
the leaſt mention of Popery,in any oftheſeArrticles,againlt 
which the Proteſtant Church contends , nor of the Ro- 
miſh Supremacy and Infallibility , where they could have 
hd fo great advautage to: object againſt the ChriſtianFn: 
Cauſe, and call its Truth in queſtion : Nor did the Jews 
who objected all they could againſt the Chriftian Faith, 
inthe leaſt once mention any iuch points as are now con- 
troverted betwixt them and us. 5. It 1sclear fromur 
ueſtionable Hiftorie , and confeſſion of our Adverſanes, 
that a- comtinued- ſucceflion of Orthodox Do@ors , whoſÞ 
did confefſe and teach the fame Dorine , for the ſub- 
Kance , thatwe own, haye 10 no times been rags if 


vo 


-MWfcfſe, Thar the Proteſtants now are the ſame which the 
2 MWaldenſts were of old , and the Berenparians before them 

eYQU. Doth not the Popiſh Relivien 76. on ſuch grounds and 
WW Principles, 4s can bring a ſufficient agg} therewith of "es 
i- Truth, when't bath the Decr 5 , Canans, ana infallible Deciſi- 
ons of their Church , to warrant. the ſome » and of the Pope 48 
xe Supreme Head ? Af. According to their Dofring & Prin- 


xc Fciples, they can have no poſlible certaintie of their Religi- 


i-Yon nor of thar they pretend to found dn: When , 1. The 
re Fare not agreed, nor ever like to be , who that infallible 
Judge is ; or in whom ſuch an Infallibilitie as they claim. 


gone : So as they arc in greateſt contradiction to other , 
about the very foundation of their Faith; nor is this3 
controyerſie amon 
Church,with greateſt hear , is oppoſing the other therein, 
2. They can have no aſſurance They ve any Church at 
al, and whether moſt of their Popes, Biſhops and Prieſts, 
be not without Baptiſm , and ſtill Jaicks without Ordi- 
nation , when their Do&rine, and the Council of Trens 
oexpreſlie hold the efficacie of all Sacraments ( of which 
they reckon Ordination as well as Baptiſm to be one ) to 
depend on the Intention of the Prieſt who officiates , of 

hich none poſliþlie can be ſure. . 3. Such have no ratio- 
nal certaintie of what they profeſſe to believe, who are with 
their own conſent ſhut out from all proper knowledge of 
tne Scripture , and onthe teſtimonie of men muſt reſolve 
their Faith. 4. Is it not on a matter of fat , and moſt 
voubtful Relation., they ground their Faith , and adven- 
(ure their 1rgmorral ſoul , where ſcarce a Shadow , or 
;Þchool-problem is to bear up the whole Fabrick of Pope= 
Fe; which 1s an alledged Prefidence of Peter amongſt the. 
ipoltles., while no ALAS caneyer þe given, or 

I 64 


"Papery hath no certaja Principles. $ 
the Church , nor. ſome .vilible partie to withſtand Pope- . 


rie, and keep up a witnefſe tathe: [ruth, evenin the great- - 
ct darknefſe; as the Romiſh-Wrirers are forced ta. con- 


15 ſeated , - whether in a General Council, or the Pope 


a few , but one part of their 


—— " "t - 
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Pl Rome not the Catholick Church. | 
» Peter was at Rome , of that he wias Biſhop there , or if theſh 
fame priviledges be intailed to his Succeſſours , and hoyſon 
theſe ſhould be choſen in after-times > 5. According toffſuc 
their Principles , they have no Bible, nor any ſuch Ko k 
thentick Record , to prove Religion , but whar is a MaſeWhu 
of dead unſenſed;Charatters, thathath no articulate yoice& t! 
or intelligible ſonnd, until the Romiſh Clergie pur a ſenſe 
thereon : So that the verie Letter of the Scripture is moſtſÞþis 
evidentlie paſt from : For my ſelf, I dare ſay, before hin 
who knoweth all things , that I would tremble and ſtandWiar 
in a we of any deceit or miſtake, in the matter of Religion, {P05 
and have ingreareft earneſt ſought to be perſwaded of theſſhw 
_ Fruth, os reſpe&to intereſt , party , or education,{od 
as that wherein I know an eternal ſalvation 1s concerned;ſi 
but can ſee no way to embrace Poperie, except men turner 
Atheifts , yea, quit all Religion and Reaſon at onceſſo 
Qu, 1s n0t Rome the Catholich ard Apoftolick Church , ouſWhor 
_ ef which there is no Salaticn 4 Anſ. We know there is a Co! 
tholick Church ander the Goſpel , that conſiſts of all who 
zmbrace the Chriſtian Faith , whether bond or Sk JOuR ; 
or Gentiles , and is to no particular Nation, People , orfſÞ p 
language , reſtricted , as under the Law : Bur thar theſFxpi 
Romiſh Church can have no pert claim here , 1s unan-MWns o 
 fwerable. 7. Becauſe no Inſtitution 1s 1n the Scripture ofÞy w 
 ſucha Church , as confiſteth of all Chriſtians ſubjeed roreat 
one humane Head , and Supreme Governour under Jeſushaly: 
Chriſt , onthe Earth ; or where ſubjeCtion to the Pope iſpork 
made a condition to Salvation. 2. It is clear thar in thafckn 
Apoſtles time, and for many Ages after , the Chriſtianhrii 
Catholick Church had abeing, when it had no: _ the 
dence on the See of Rome, nor was known by any ſuch Teligyectft: 
as to own the Pope and his Supreme Juriſdition ; excepu. 
it beaverred , 'that there was one Catholick Church , beWate , 
. fore the ſetting up of Papacy , and the other fince , efſeſtan 
. rially different from the former. 3. Thereis no acceſlerqTi 
deny , that they are more, and of grearer extent 1n Fark 


world. 


Popery is fiot Chriſtianitie in the eſſentials therof. 5 
yorld , who embrace the Chriſtian Faith , and have no 
ommunion with the See of Rome , or their Dofrine, than 
ich who are ſubjefted thereto. 4. As there is on Faith, aud 

ve Lord Feſws Chrift z ſo is there but one body, rwhich his ' 
hurch , united to himas her Head , Epb. 4: 3. 4. Which 
5 the prorogative of the Son of God alone, and incom- 
unicable to any , to be the Head thereof, bur bz who for* 
is end died and roſe , that hemight be the Lord of thedead and 
the living , Rom. 14: 9. Qu. Yet is not ftill 6be ſame Chri-" - 
ian Religion , at leaft for ſubftance , held forth in the Popiſh 
DoQrine, which the Proteſtant Church owns > Yuſ. Whatever 
words ſuch prerend , their Principles,. and the known 
Dodtrine of the Council of Trent can-toq viſibly reſolye 
;Mhis , that theſe do not retain the Chriſtian Faith, inthe 
ſentials thereof, but have razed the very foudation, who 
Mcſolve not their Faith on the Scripture and its Divine Au- 
hority , but on a humane teſtimony 3; and deny religious 
worſhip to be due to the true God alone , but give it unto 

Angels and Men alſo; who lay another foundation te.build / 
nthan Jeſus Chrift , another Purgatorie than. his blood , 
 purifie us from all ſin , another Propiriatorie Sacrifice to 
xpiate fin , thanhis Death , who was once offered to bear the. 
ns ofmany. Heb. 9: 28: another merite than his obedience, : 

@y which we are made righteous; and thus make void the. 
toereat intent of the Goſpel laying downa way of Life and 
Salvation on the ſame terms that1t ſtood in theCovenant of 

orks ; certainly we muſt either quite the Scriptures, or 
knowledge that nothing can be more deſtrudtive to the 

a hriſtian Faith revealed there , than ſuch Do&rine. - Qu. 
5 there no infallible Rale and Fudge,to determine herein, on whoſe 

cifive ſentence we may ſecurely reft in the greateſt eontroverſies d 

nſ. If we own ourſelves Chriſtians , this can be no.de-. 
ate , that the Scriptures contained-in the Old and News: 
flament are the ſupreme Judg? , The Oracles of God com- 
tred to the Church, Ran. 3: 2. togive Anſwers in every. 


Wark caſe; The Type 4nd forme of ſound DoRrine , Rom, 6: 17.. 
f A 3 Unte 


8. The Scriptures clear in themſel yes. 


Unto whoſe ſentence weare, in all matters both of Fai 

and Pracice , expreſly referred by the Lord Iſaiab 8: 2c 
Toghe Lawv and vo tbe Teftimony , if they ſpeak not according 1 
this word z-it is bicauſe there is no light in Sn 


"FEST L IL 


Qu. _ Rule of Faith muſt be plain and intelligible, call 


#be Scripture be ſuch » whith, according tothe Popith 


” 


DoGtrine, «« Maſle of dead and dark Charsfers , untill thi 


Church put a ſenſe chereon 4. An, Its own witneſle, is clear, 
I. Tharit 1s ſuch 4s naketh the ſimple wiſe » Pſal. 19: 3, Anc 
a Light ſhining in a dark place, to which we are called to 9k 
beed, 2 Pet, 1:v. 19. A Lamp to ony fects Pſul. 119: 105, 
2. We ſee , what is written there was for our learning 
Rom. 15: 4, and given us for that end, that it might be 
underſtood, 3. It is clear, the promiſe of the Spire te 


lead wi into all Truth Job. 16; 13. doth belong to every Be 


liever , as well as to the greateſt Doctors of the Church, 
who can pretend no extraordinary Revelation for leading 
of them. 4. We know; the Fathers and Ancient Churct 
did ſtill prove their Dodtrine from the Scripture , as not 
only of more authority ,  þut more clear than their Con 


ments, 5. Though ſome Co 6: be not ſo plain at 


others , and ſeveral Prophecies ſealed up , until their tak- 
ing place in the event; yet, nothing can be more plait 
than the fundamentals of Chriſtianity , and thoſe Scrip 


cure Truths neceſlary to Salvation : Burt the World may 


{ee itis not obſcurity , againſt which their true quarrel is 
but a too clear evidence , before which their intere 
cannotſtand, QU, Yet, is this a ſufficient gronnd , ſor ii 
Scriptures being tranſlated into our own Languages jo as en) 


Man may rcad » and have. acceſi thereto » - which +he Romillh 


Chutch ſo expreſly forbids » as the cauſe of Error and Hereſit 


Anſ, We know 1, The command is expreſs for all th 


read, and teach :heir children, Deut. 6:11. 2. Thatund 


the Law, the JewiſhChugch had no reſtraint 3 and ſhoull 


file 


ne 


The Scriptutes tb be read by all. 7 

he Chirch now be iti a worſe cafe ; and live in rhor© 

rknefle > ' 3: Upon this accotint , were the Biieans {0 
jghly commended for examining the Apoſtles Doftrine , 
y the written Word , which they covld never haye Jone, 
f any ſuch reſtratnt to read the ſame had been upon then: 
. Itisa ſtrange cure , ro keep from the Light for fear of 
oing wrong 3 and when Chriſt ſaith , You erre not know- 
7 the Scriptures, M's 22:22, Thatignorahce-theteof 
hould be the way to keep us right. QU; Is ir nor evident » 
Per. 3:V: 16: How there are things har to be un lerftood in 
Waul's Epiftles, which the unlearned and unſtable wreſt to theiy 
on defiruRion > Yn. Ir is there ſhewed: 1. Some thirfgs 
.Wre mote dark in the Scripture , which none do deny. 
oo. We ſee ,- thofe who thus ſtumble, are ſuch as wreſt 
etc Word; and not of a humble, fober , and ſerious Spirit, 
Sy whom none will judge the Apoſtle here means the 
Shole of Believers within the'Church , except the Do- 
ors thereof : Nor hath it more weight to forbid Chri- 
ﬀi2n5s uſe of the Scriptures ,j and to read the ſame; than 
coſWhe neceflary uſe of meat , becauſe {ome unfober abuſe 
he ſame to their hurt. Wu, Wh# inducement ſhould the 
Romiſh ChArch bave to reflrain Chriſlians in thy ,' if it be ſo viſt- 
ly croſi tothe Rule > Wnſ. They have (I confeſs) this plea, 
orneceſſity ; fince their caſe fo ſtands, they muſt. either 

ine their intereſt, and be diſcovered in the greateſt im- 
poſture that ever was known in the World ; or have the 
ible ſhut up ,* though to ruine the Souls of many Millions 
f the poor People ; nor is it ſtrange ſuch hate the light , 
hoſe deedsateeyil, leſt they be reproved, 


STLCE- SEL 

Qu, IF it not to the Church , and to no private perſon , That - 
the ſupreme Authority » and power of w—_— the. 
Wcripture , and tobe judge of the true ſenſe thereof » doth belong> 
anſ. The Scriptnres 1s the alone infallible Rule for inter- - 
pretinzitſelf:; And to nons _— the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak- 
4 | ng 


| - $ TheScripturenot dependent on the Church. 

ing to.us there, can ſuch Authority be aſcribed. 1. Be- 
Ezulſe Scripture is the ſupreme Randard , by which we are 
Called 20 prove all things, 1 Theſ. 5: 21. and to know the Spi- 
rits , whether they be of God or noty 1 Foh. 4:1. Yea, thus 
muſt the Doctrine of the Church be known. 2. The 
ſenſe of the Scripture is the Scripture it ſelf, which thence 
only can be- ſought , and underſtood by the ſame Spirit , 
that indited it. 3. We ſee by,innumerable inſtances, that Fivi 
wherein one place it poke more darkly , it doth explain 

it ſelf in another, and thus refers us to its own interpretz- 
tion; yea, how with a greater light and plainneſſe Trucks 
are opened up in the New Teftament , which more darkly, 
andas undera Vail, were held forthin the Old. Qut, Bu 
the Seripture # of no private interpretation , therefore to th 
Church only is muſt belong > Wnſ. This only ſhews the Scrip- 
rures Interpretation can be ſubjected to no humane Com- 
ments , nor hath its Authority of men , and from their 
private judgements , whatever place they bear in the 
Church; but muſt be ſaught from the Scripture ir ſelf, 
and according to the Analogie of Faith , but no ground 
:n the leaſt to deny acceſle ro private perſons , to know 
and ſeek after the true ſenſe of the Scripture. Qu, Wha 
#fſurance can any have , that ſrt is the true ſenſe of the Scripture, 

' without ſome authoritative deciffon of the Church? Anſ, We 
know, 1. That the promiſe, Fob. 7: 17. ſtands good to Witt 
eyery one of the Saints, If any man do my will , he {hall know 
my DoQrine » whether it beof God or nat: And:\uch who ob- 

| je this, dare not (Iamſure) reſtrict the giving of the 
Spirir for that end to their Church- Do&ors onlie. 2. If 
the ſenſe of any thing written can be underſtood , then it 
is ſure the moſt weighty and neceſlarie truths of the Scrip- 
ture are {o obyioullie plain, as they can bear no.other ſenſe. 
and meaning , Frceſs men quit the very uſe of Reaſon and 
Judgement. 3. Where the Scripturais more dark, there 


want not peculiar helps and means for a Chriſtians attain- 


zng the true ſenſe thereof , ſuch as ſerious pes z the 
| now- 


TheScripture itsown interpreter. "- 


. Mcnowledg of the original languages ,- and repairing to 
e eheſe foil themſelves ; advertency to the ſcope , and 
{-Watent of the Scriprure ; yea, a dexterous com _—_ 


1» one place with another 3 with a prudenr uſe of the ju 
e Wnent, and commentaries of ſuch , as have written there- 
"n , though not implicitely to reſt: upon them. Qu, Buy * 
hath not the Seripture ſo various ſenſes » as neceſſarily requires 4 
iving and vifble Fudge » todecide when totakeit inaliteral, or 
1" 4 figurative ſenſe > Bn: It concerns the Romiſh Church to 
mpoſe divers. ſenſes on the Scripture , that it may have 
oneat all : though we deny not ſome figurative expreſ- 
tons, the true ſenſe whereof muſt be underſtood from |, 
vhat is the obvious intent as the ſcope of ſuch a Scripture, 
& not the very words themſelves. Suchas Mat. 5:29, If 
ine eye offend thee pluck it out, Pal. 91: 13. Thou ſhals tread 
pon the Lion » and thedragon: Butit is moſt clear. 1. That 
Ne true and genuine ſenſe the Scripture only hath , from 
he words rightly-underſtood , which is the literal ſenſe , 
nd thence only Arguments can be taken to prove any 
ruth. 2. Thatintruths neceſſary to Salvation is no thing 
w ſfguratively expreſſed, but wharis with greateſt plainneſſe, 
a Fo the diſcerning of all , held forth, 3. What the Remiſh 
6, Fvurch pleads for, of an.Allegorick, Moral and Typical 
/e enſe , they are no different ſenſes of the Scripture , but a 
to Wifterent application and accommodation of one and the 
w ame Scripture divers ways, in .the uſe whereof much cau- 
b- ion and ſobriery is needful : and though a neceflarie re-' 
ie FWpect is to be had always to the Type , and the thing Typt- 
If Wed; yet, even there, is tho ſenſe ſtill one and the ſame. 


SECT, IV. 

ſe Wu, H Ow know you the Scripture is of God , or can be infal- 
L libly ſure of its Divinity. but by the Church and its 

re Mefimony > An, Wedeny nor this to bo a peculiar motive: 

n- Fd inducement, fora high and reverent eſteem thereof, 

he Fd 2 miniſterial help to our Faith , though with no autho- 

" rita- 
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I0 TheSofiprure khown by its avwh Light. 
ritative Dominion over the ſatne. But 1. The Sctipture C 
1s known by us own light , and theſe expreſſe CharaQers 
and marks of Divinity it bears , which corivincingly ſhew 
whoſe it is; ſo as the! meaneſt Chriftian may know this, 
withour any humane Teſtimony. 2. There needs alſo the 
inward work of the Spirit, to beget a firm and through 
r{waſion thereof upon the Soul. "Alt; Bur how do you 
| ran 3 you. perceive ſueh a light in the Scriptures » as you ſþea 
of * Or can makg it appear to ahevs ; that you art not deceive: 
therein > Wnſ, None will diſtruſt their owh eves , though 
by no Arguments they can perſwade thoſe, who are blind, 
that they really behold ſo excellent a light as the Sun : Bur 
it is ſtrange andabſurd , todemand a reaſon of Senſe ; or 
for a blind man , to require him who ſeeth ,; to prove tints 
tim by Argument, that he certainly ſees and beholds fuch 
things.. : Q Ms Is nos thes gorun in a round and circle, from! 
Scripture to the Spirit, & from the' Spirit apain t5tht Serifturt, 
when this you know by the Spirits revealinig the Soripture #0 bt th 
Ford of G O D s and that revelation to be true by tht Sertpture ma 
Anſ. No ground is here for any ſach challenge. © 1. Be 
caiſe we admit no private or partichlar Revelation of theſſ 
Spirie, to aſfureus of the Fruth , differetit from what ! 
revealed in the Scripture it (elf. ' 2. It can be-two circle, 
whenitisſoclear, the Scripture and _ miutu#hy prove 
ane another , by different wayes, and not iti the fare man- 


ner; for tt 1s by way of (Argument , thar the Sertprure 
proves the certainty of the'Spirit, holding out ſach truths, 
whence we know how to diſ{cern the Spirit ; but effe&:vely,j 
and as an inſtrument doth the Spirit prove the Scripture ,Þs1 
by enabling us to ſee that marvelou = , Which 1s ther- 


in. 3. As hath been already cleared, there are Argu 
nents of another nature , and independent on the Telt 
mony of the Spirit, by which the Divinity of the Scrip 
are can be ſolidly known and demonſtrared.* Qu, C* 
you know the Scripture is Canonical , or that thefe Apoeryp" 
Books , which Proteſtants rejet, are no part thereof 1 — ; | 
I : ; E archi 


The Truthof our Tranſlations of Scriptur, ex 


Churches decifion > Wnſ. We know, 1. Thar theſe were 
never acknowledged in the Canen of the Scripture ,, by 
the Fewiſh Church before Chriſt , to which the Oracles 
of God were committed; nor read and'expounded in their 
Synagogues , as theit; moſt Ancicfit Writers and of the 
oreateſt creditamongſt them witneſle. 2. They were nor 
writtenir Hebrew, the lahguage of the Church, beforerhe 
coming; of Chriſt , in which all the Books of the Old Te- 
{fament were generally written. 3. Though with that ſe- 
vere caution , was the Ancient Church careful to keepthe 
Scripture, ſo as the number of the verſes & letters thereof 
was moſt exactly re« koned , anq lookt to; yer none of 
heſe Apgcryphal Books was ever received, or admitted 
dy them. - 4. By the Primitive Church, after the Apoſtles, 
ſuch were not owned in the Canon of the Scripture , 
hough by ſome allowed to be. read for inſttuftion of 
manners: $5. They are convict of notorious falihosd in 
many places , both of Doctrine and Hiſtory , which all 
'Mmay ſee repugnant to Truth, and the Analogy of Faith, 
Qu. Bus what certainty can be, onthe eredit of a Tranſlation, 
that all know to be fallible > Wniſ. Nothing can be tmore , for 
moral aſſurance, . when its ſo clear. 1. That:the truth: 
Wot our tranſlations, though in divers times and differerir 
none ; Yet all agreein the maine 4nd {ubſtanee.2. Thar 
olide relief is at hand,to go unto the fountains themſelves, 
the original Languages, and ſee with their own eyes, /if 
Mine Tranſlations thereof be not faithful and wie 3 which 
MP) 2 little pains , and diligent uſe of helps for ſuch anend, 
IS 1n our power to attain. 3. Itis not on naked wotds, but 
-ſon the clear and genuine ſenſe thereof, in whatever Lan- 
puage held forth , that we found our Faith; rior can any 
deny the Scripture truely rendered in Engliſh to be 'the 
Nord of God. , though not mm the very ſame Characters ,: 
pn which the Prophets wrote the fame. 4. Theſe evi- 
placences of: the Scriptures Divinity , that it enlighreneth 
© eyes; and converts the Soul , withits Authority _ 


13 The Scripture Authority of it ſelf. 

the Conſcience, we know to be no 'leſs diſcernably , and 
CRORE WR inmens vulgar Language, through i 
all ages , 


in the Greek, and Hebrew. 
SECT. V; 


_—- the Scripture of a ſufficient foundation of Faith , for « 
| private Chriflian, which according to the Romiſh Do- 
Hrinemuft have its 4 tthority from the Church without which it 
can beno Scripture » nor Canonical » Anſ. They are indeed 
concerned to put down all Divine Record , that they may 
be ons og in their own cauſe: But we know, 1. That 
the Apoſtolick Church had no ſuch claim. 2 Cor. 1: 24. 
Not that we have dominion over your Faith, 2. That they did 
bound their Authority within the limits of the Scripture; 
Gal. 1: 8. Though we, or an Ange from Heaven, preach anc- 
ther Dorine than that we bhavepreached to you , let him bs ac- 
curſed. 3. Thus ſhould the Churches witneſle be of grez- 
tercreditand weight , then the Word of God. 4: ere 
is no Authority, even the Romiſh Church canpretend to, 
but what they plead from the Scripture ; therefore it can- 
not be dependent upon the Church. 5. Should this be 
admitted , the Chriſtian cauſe were loſt , in contending 
againſt Atheiſts and Infidels ; nor any poflible acceſs to 
convince theſe : for what could that Argument of the 
Church's Authority be to them , who own no ſuch thing? 
6. Ifon this the Scripture be admitted , our Faith ſhould 
then reſolve on the 'Ceſtimony of men , and be bur a hu- 
man Faith, Qu. But mu#t every private Man be his own Fndge: 
and not the Church , to pur what ſenſe he pleaſeth on the Scriptur! 
Auf. Iris clear, 1. That there is a private judgement of Wh 
diſcretion the meaneſt Chriſtian hath, to knowaud diſcern Wert! 
the Truth, that his ſervice may be Resſonable ſervice, 
Rom, 12: 1. And his Faith a rational a&t, For every man 
mu} prove his own work, Gal.6: 4, 2. Wedeny not a po 
blick and miniſterial judgement to the Church , whichin 
47 greate! 


- 
LJ 
70 M21. 


Implicite faith no faith, > 

xreater and lefſer Synods may be paſſed , where Paſtors .&' 
[ders are aſſembled by the ordinance of Chriſt , though 
ere no blind obedience is impoſed ; ſince this only can 
ze according to the Law , and in purſuance of it , not 
above 1t. Bur to. the Holy Ghoſt alone, . can a Supre- 
acy, and a Soveraignty of judgement, in matters of Faih, 
helong 3 Since. Thereis bur one Lawgiver, whois ableto ſave 
nd defltroy , Jam. 4:12- And no power againft the truth , but 
rit, 2 Cor, 13: $. QU. Are we not called to hear the Chureh, 
at, 18: 17. andimplicitely rely on its ſentence > nf. Thar 
ommand hath reſpe& to Church-cenſure, and againſt con- 
umacie ; but to impoſe no 1mplicite obedience, or ſub- 
e the Scripture Authority to Men : Whenitis ſoclear , 
. That the furtheſt obſervance of the Apoſtle was to be 
uch , as might not go without theſe bounds , Be yefollow- 
rof me , a I amof Chriſt, 2. This were to divide Faith 
nd Knowledge from one another, and an expreſs con- 
aditing of that ,'T Per. 3: 15. To be ready toprve arcaſon 


ffaith within us , 20 tvery who demands. 3. Thns Men mighr 
ſaved without believing there isa Chriſt and the Goſpel. 
. Thus many were under a neceſſity to live and die Infi- 
els, if they muſt only hear whar the Romiſh Church ſayes, 
WW: not read the Scripture themſelves , who in ſome remote 
arts of earth , or by acloſe imprifonment may be ſhut up , 
das they can have no poflible converſe with that Church. 


SECT. VI 


S there no Supreme, Viſible, and Infallible Fudge , 
placed in the Church , upon whoſe decifion we yh 
of Wh reſt , in all matters of Faith and Conſcience  Wnſ. This 
rn Frticle is indeed of great weight to the-Romiſh Church ; 
das their whole intereſt ſeems to ſtand or fall accordingly: 
atitis clear, 1. They muſt bring another Biblethan tho 
{dand New Teftament to prove this , or lerus ſee the leaſt 
mmiffion and Warrant , for any fuch Judge there, as 


they 


*4-  TheChurchnot builton Peter, 


they plead for. 2. Ic is contrary to the command, 1.Tv.;:/ 
2.1. Prove all things , and bold faft that which # good. 3. Non! 
can.deny the Apoſtles were fallible , though not incheirF 
Doetrine, (heing therein immediacly inſpired by the holy 

Ghoſt ) when ſo 1gnorant of the Death , Sufferings , andſÞ 
Reſurretion of Chriſt ; and it is ſure, Peter was far fron 
this Infallibility , when he denied his Maſter ; and afier 
ho confirmed , and had that aſſurance given , that hy 
Faith ſhould not fail, (which is one greac foundation of 
the pretended Romiſh Infallibility ) when Paul withſtod$ic 
him to the face» Gal. 2:11. 4. This power doth the Pope 

challeng over the Gentiles, as being Peter's ſucceſſor; 

whenit1s clear , that Paul was the Apoſtle of che Gentiles, 

by the appointment of the Holy Ghoſt , and Peters own! 
conſent , Rom, 11: 17. Aﬀs 13:2. Gal, 2:9. 5. Anddo 

not all know , what decrees of Councils have been againſt 
Councils 2nd Popes againſt Popes >? QU. I; nos Pecer rbalfÞie. 
Rgck , on which Chrift promiſed to build the Church > Mat. 16:W< 
I$. - An, Iris manifeſt , chat by this was expreſly meant: 
the Doctrine, and Profeſſion then made of Cnriſt's being! 
the Son of God; yea, that the ſame power given ro PeaWin 
was , in as expreſle termes, given to the reſt of the AW. 

oftles, Mt. 18: 18. Iob. 20: 22, And where it is ſaid, 

e are built upon the foundation of the Prophets and ApoſilesWri 
Eph. 2: 20. no difference is in the leaſt put betwixr Pepin 
and the reſt : yet here is the great foundation of thei 
Church. Qu, Does not this prove ſuch an Infallibility , thaWto 
ehe Church is the Pillar and one of Truth, 1 Tim 3:19Min 
An. This was not (aid of the Church of Reme,or evince hefſWti: 

culiar claim thereto beyond otherChurches; Buc here cle 
arlieis ſhewed the ſtabiliry and fixedneſſe of che ChriſtiaW/l: 
Church, unto which the Oracles of God were committeaWif 
and no poſlible reaſoning thence, for an Infallibility coanWw 
Church on Earth. Qu, Js therenothing from the Scriptuneak 
80 ſhew a difference betwixt Peter and the reſt of the SR 
os to by Preſidence , and that the Monarchis of the _ ” 

oft abli 


Wy 


The Scripture ſyfhcient without traditition. 15 
"co Mabliſhed in by peſos ? Knf. We findthis was expreſly pro- 
Fibited by Jeſus Chriſt ro the whole Apoſtles , without 
ir({xception , that no ſuch abſolug Authoricy ſhould be by 
y of them claimed? Mat, 23: 10; Be ye not called maſierg, 
vr one is your maſter even Chrift : But if any ſhadow were for - 
is, It might ſeem more applicable to Paul, when he faith, 
efides theſes the care of all the Churches came upon me, 2 Car, 1 1: 
.28. If this had been ſaid of Peter , the Romiſh writers 
Frould have madea ſtrange noiſe; as if they had found one 
Wcmonſtratiqn forall , to ſecure that intereſt, 


SEGT. VII. 


Wu. An the Scripture be a ſufficient Rule of Faith, and 
ſufficient to decide controverſies in the Church , with- 

the help of unwritien Traditions > Ynfſ, It is ; 1. Becauſe 
« alone way for being ſavedis in following what is written 
Were, Toh. 20: 31, Theſe _ are written, that you mgy 


leve that Teſwe is the _ , that believing you might have 
through by neme. 2. It isafull and ſufficient Rule, cons 
ning allthings neceſſary, both to believe & doz 2 Tim. 3. 
5. From a Child thou haft known the holy Scriptures » which are 


id, to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation , through faith which is in 


riſt Teſus : Yea, itis there ſhewed to be Profitable for Do- 
ine, for xe pron if» for correfiion , for inſiruftion in righteouſ- 
ſe; that the man of God may be perfef , threwphly furniſhed 
0 all good works. 3. Itis expretly _ the Scriptures, 
| impoſe any humane Traditions on the Church, tor ſub- 
ting our Faith thereto. Deut, 4: 2. Thox ſhalt not aud to 
words , which I command thee. Qt, But doth not the A- 
Ue command to bold faſt the Traditions » whether by Word or 
iftle delivered to us? 2. Theſ. 2: 15> Wuf, It is there 
W-wed. 1. That the Apoſtalick Authority , whether in 
raking , or wiiting , was the ſame ; and that to both the 
Wurch was to give the ſame credir., 2. That what was 
ight fromthe Apoſtle by word , was the yery band _ 

Ie, | : - Uvere 


'26 The uncertantie of oral tradition. 


livered by Epiſtle: bur chence can be no ground for recei 
ing of Traditions of the Church of Rome , which are not 
only different from the Scripture, bue viſibly contrary there 
co, when neither Scripture, Reaſon, hor Antiquity, diſ 
cover their being delivered by the Apoſtles. M, 1:n 
Oral Tredition ſuch as cannot poſſibly deceive , whereby the Chri 
ftian Faith, ani true ſenſe of the Scripture bath been delivered don 


from hand to hand , and from one age to another? Yn, Tothig 


of late doth a part of the Romiſ 
Church fly ,- though nothing more viſibly repugnant i 

Scriptureand Reaſon , if men bur open their eyes , to ſe, 
\ Thar no more ſure, and plain delivery of the Truth ca 


'betous by ſpeaking , than by writing ; nor can it be poſi 
bly judged, howa certainty of the ſenſe of their craditic 
nal Doctrine ſhould» be more than that of the Script 
'2. This were to reſolve our Faith ; not on the Teſtimon 
'of God in his Word, but on what the Father & Forefaths 
have told to the Children ; and in effe&t ro paſs from all ce 


rainty of the Chriſtian Faich ,' and ro deny that Do&trinea 
"Chriſt, and , way of being eternally ſaved , which, wit! 
moſt convincing evidence , ts delivered to us in the Script 
ture. 3. Weſece, how far Tradition in a few Ages differeth 
from ir ſelf, and hath been the riſe of ſuch fabulous Re 
mances the World is full of about matters of fa&, fror 
formertimes; yea, how oft the Church hath been almol 
{wallowed up of ignorance and errour: ſo that if one woul 
trace back the Divinity of Chreft by Traditzon , they ſhoul 
go near to loſe the ſcent, when it came to Athanafiw' 
time , whilſt the whole Chriſtian world ſeemed to be 4 
rian, QU, Is there no neceſſity of Tradition, when the Scri 
'$ure 5 not ſufficient to refuts all Herefies in the Church? An. C 
It be poſſible tounderſtand Herefies, bur as they are againI.. 
the Scripture , or how to have another conception thereo 
and yet chat not ſufficient for their refutation > this is, 
- Confeſſe, a Dodrine meet for ſuch , wha can make co! 
eradictions meet and agree at their pleaſure. £ c 


Popery hath noclaimeto/antiquity. 17 


ezECE vill: 


Qu, Ave we not ſafe and unenſwerable ground , from the 

Antiquity of the Romiſh DoRrine , and its long con- 
tinued ſucceſſion, to found an infallible aſſurance of its Truth 9 
Ynſ, None c3n deny cheſe, 1. Thatthe Scripture is the 
1 Mrueſt Antiquity , and what 1s not according to this , is 2 
. Ml novelty brought in onthe Church, 2. That the riſe and 
pedegree of the Man of Sin muſt be trac'd back ro the 
very times of the Apoftles , in his beginning to work , 
whoſe gradual breaking-up did then haſten to 2 more full 
appearance. 3. But ir is moſt clear alſo , thacthe Primi- 


"Y ive Church , for ſome Ages, knew no ſuch thing as Po- 


pery , in ſo horrid a corrup:ing ofthe Chriſtian Dottrine, 
"Wthat afcer followed ; nor what an Univerſal Biſhop , and 
"ſl bis Infallibility meaned. QU. But can any evidence be found 
rom theſe firſt times of #he Chriftian Church , that will import 
' Macontradifting of the Popiſh DoSrine, as it j now profeſſel. 
-.M Anſ,/ There are no accidents where the thing it ſelfharhi 
- Enobeing , nor could theſe poſſibly write againſt Poperie, 

Minſuch heads, as the Romiſh Infallibilicy , the worſhip, 
of Images and Saints, &c.. before they were once broughe 
to light : but by undeniable an an itis clear, they 
Yield the Seriptureto be the aloxe Rule, and foundation of 
Fthe Chriſtian Faith ; therefore not the Romiſh Church : 
and that the Counſel of Gad was clearly revealed in the 
Wlame ; therefore not to be ſhut up as the fountain ofer- 
rour : Yea, that there are bue two places afcer death , 
wichoutthe leaſt touch , 6r mentioning ſuch a thing as 
WPurgatory. This alſo was the known Dodtrine of the firſt 
"Mtimes , char Faith in Chriſt was the alone way of Salva- 
Mtion ; therefore not by oft own micris. 


B SECT: 


18 No luſfiþcation by works. _ 


'F > -2 2 Oh 


Qu, JF not the Dofrine of Merit » for which the Romiſh | 
Church ſo much comend , agyeeable to the Scripture, - 

and ſuch as we may ſecurely reſt upon ; That men by their owy 
Righteouſneſs , and the merit of works may be ſaved? Wnf, I 
1s clear, we muſt go to Heaven by Merit ,. though not 
our own; yea, upon the exacteſt terms of Juſtice , its 4, 
due co him , who hath paid the price to the utmoſt value, 
that none of his purchaſe be loſt ; butto us it 1s only of 
Grace: Nor can ſuch Works be mericorious, where, 
1. Weoweall, anddo nothing which is nota debt uporW,, 
us, Rene Not our own » but bought with a price, n Cor. 61, 
17. 2. Whete no equality, proportion , or ſuitable- by 
neſſe can be betwixt the Work and the Reward;as 1s clear, 
2 Cor. 4:17, Rom.3: 28. 3. Whichatthe beſt have ſome 
ſpot, and ſtain cleaving thereto , and come ſo ſhort to 
anſwer what rhe Law requires , Iſa. 64: 4. But we are dl 
as an unclean thing , and all our righteouſneſs as filthy rags, 
4. It 1s moſt directly contrary to the Scripture , Rem. It: 
6. If by grace , it % no more of works , otherwiſe grace is m 
moregrace, Rom. 4: 4. Newto him that worketh is the rews 
not reckoned of grace , but of debt ; but to him who workethnol, 
but believeth in him who juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
jor righteouſneſs ; and chap. 3: 28, Wherefore we conclude of 
that we are juſtified by faith , without the deeds of the Lan 
QU. Yet , may not ſome in an unconverted flate deſerve acor 
ferring of Grace upon them , by purting themſelves forth toi 
utmoſt for their own conterfion , which the-Ron.sſh Church ec 
eth the Merit of congruity > Anſ, From the Scripture ito I 
Clear, that before renewing Grace , all are the Children 
of wrath, who of themſelves, cannot frame their though 
tothat which is good , nor have #n aCtive concurrency 
for ſucha change , 2 Cor. 3: 5. And that the alone caulc 

which mak<eth one co differ from another, is that, _— 

. ver[.15 


The neceflity of works cleared. tg 


Orrſ. 15. .1 will have mercy , on whom I will have mercy. 
Therefore no. plez for Merit , by any improvement of 
- | mens natural abilities, Qt, But do not the works of the Re- + 
V1 | generate, which follow Fuſtification , deſerve eternal life , not 
MN br ' 5] rot ye 9, 

"if from the Imputation of Chrift's righteouſneſs, but from their own 
"Nl intrinſick worth, and proportionableneſs tothe Rewayd , which 
is called the Merit of condignity> Anſ, This were to ſub- 
O00 yert the whole contrivance of the Goſpel , which is aju- 
YI dicial rransferring our fin , as a debt on Chriſt the Surety 3 
© and of his Righteouſneſſe and Meric , to be imputedto 
of us, for our Juſtification , wichout any reſpect to works , 
and Jayech down the very ſame wiy of life , which was 1n 
the Covenant of Works; as is clear, 2 Cor. 5:21. Qlls 
I; 108 Heaven held forth is a Reward ; ſo 4s our works do merit 
by bargain ; and covenant > Mat. 20:12, Anfſ, No re- 
ward of debt can be found there, as that which is in ſtrick 
Juſtice due, but to ſhew , it is only of Grace , and no 
proportion betwixt that which is given, and their work- 
Ing, We ſee theſe who camein at the laft hour , had the 
ſame meaſure with them who had wronght all the day, Math. 
20: 9. Norcanany Merit be in that claim, and reckoning: 
the greateſt labourer muſt ſtill ſay , when he hach done all 
hat he can , That he is but an unprofitable ſervant , Luke 17! 
10. Qu. Is it not promiſed, Rev. 3: 4. That ſome ſhallwalk 
with Chreſt in white , becauſe they are worthy > Anſ, There 
tis clear, the Lord doth account them ſo, whom he hath 
*Fpccepred in his Son , and for whoſe ſake alone it is , 
I Cor.4: 7, For who makes thee to differ from another > and 
hat haſt thou » which thou haſt not received? then if thon didsjt 
ceive it » why deft thou glory, as if thou badFe not received 3 
eu, Is there no neceſſity of works here , even in order to ſalva- 
W'92? Anſ, We know, 1. This is the way, in whici God 
ah commanded us to walk , for our acraining Salvation. 
:. Though they be not cauſes of our Juſtification , yet 
tey are neceſſarily required in the ſubje, and perſon 
altfied , as the inſeparable fruits ofjuſtifying Faich.,, by 

; B 2 which 


20 No works of Supererogation.” 


which , it is madeevident toothers, Fam. 2: I6. 3. They 
ace of ſingular uſe, fora Chriſtans comfort and aflurance, 
4. They bring much honour to God , Foh. 15: 8, Butuis 


ſure, nothing {can be more clear , than the fDoCtrine of 


the reformed Church is, in afſerring thus, 
0 3 G £0. 


Qu, FF there be no bumane SatisfaRtion and Merit , wha 
ſafe adventurmg can be on the overmeriting of ſome fa 


ethers; and that Treaſure , in the Church of Romes band. ſl; , 
from the works of Supererogation » whereon their Ab{olutiou 


and Indulgences depend> Anf. So horrid an Impoſtur 
' may lecus {ee , what itis to be given up unto ſtrong delu- 
fion : Whenit is ſo clear , I. 'Thatthe wiſe Virgins could 
ſpare no oyl our of their lamps to others, Mats. 25:9 
2. That Every one muſt prove bis own work,z and bear his on 
burthen, Gal. 6:6, 3. If we creditthe fulnefſe of Chriſt 
Satisfaction , andirs Infinite value, as the Scripture hol: 

ir forth, Heb. 10: 14. Who by one offering bath perfeftedf, 

ever » thoſe who are ſanfFified; and Heb. 7:25, That he is abi 


#0 ſave tothe utmoſt z then no uſe can bealledged , for thih,,; 


ſupply of humane Satisfaction. 4. Let men bur exercil 
Reaſon, and conſider, how this poſſibly can be known, 
that ſuch an overplius of Merit is fute, or more than they 


need themfelves; and where any Rule can be found 


which the Scripture never ſhewed, how to apply the ſam 


or in whoſe hand chis truſt is ro be put. QU. 1s nor the SH 


 tisfafion of Chrift only for the guilt of mortal ſins , and to fret 
from eternal puniſhment , but fot of temporal ? therefore wt 


a filling up ef what is behind of the Sufferings of Chriſt for 


body , which is the Church, Col. x: 24. Ynſ. 1. Icis cles 
that Jeſus Chriſt made a perfect reconciliation for ſo 
Dan: 9: 24. John. 1: 29. Andno mite left for us to piy 


by him, who anſwered che full price. 2. What che 


poſtle there ſhews , none canaver , was of Chriſty expil 
col 


d 


ec 


Purgatory an humane Invention. 21 


tory ſnfferiogs ; but to ſhew that as his ſufferings were the 
price of mar Redrmpeich 3 fo were they a ſeal and witneſs 
cothe truth, Foh. 18: 37: In which reſpeCtthe Saints alſo 
have cheir ſhare , in 211 followiog ages , to fillup the ſuf- 
ferings of Chrift ; in his body which is the Church , as 2 
teſtimony ro the Truth , which the great Witneſs himſelf 
did ſeat , andconfirm with his Blood , whobefore Pox- 
tis Pilate gave a good Confeſſion. QU. Yet may nov thy 
warrant ſuch plenary Indulgences , and Abſolutions of the Ro- 
iſh Church , and a petter to apply the Meri! of others» which 
#ſoexpreſs> Foh. 20: 23. Whoſe ſoever fins ye remit, ſhallbe _ 
remitted > An, It is aſad commentary , deſtroying the 
ext, which here hath reſpec to Church-Cenſures, and 
s to ſhew what Authority , the Miniſters of Chriſt are 
loathed with, and impowered by their Maſters com- 
ifſion , to declare finners bound , or looſed from their 
ins, according to the validity of that declarative (en- 
2nce, thus enſured, as they follow that rule for the 
ame , inthe exerciſe of Church Diſcipline ; | but nor the. 
eaſt ground is here , for ſuch plenary Indulgences 
wthey pretend , or toabſolve and relieve Souls out of Pur- 
parory, | 


SECT.-XxL: 


W2U.] $ there not clear ground for the DoArine of Purgatory , 
whereon a great fireſs of _ of the Romilh princh les vie 

bly yes , that though there be an acquittance from eternal death, 
r the truely penitent, yet # there aplace after thu life, where they 
ſt for a timebe tormented , and ſuffer theſe pains of Purga- 
'y> #0 expiate venial ſins, which their Prayers and Pennances 
could not do> Yn. The Scripture hath revealed no 
ch thing : ' but thenceit is clear; 1. That ſin, by the 
lood of Chriſt only can be expiated, and is his alone 


ce Miork , who hath purged our fin himſelf, Heb. 1:3. 2. That: 


P*"IPprgiveneſs from the Lord to IN repent , is with 
3 nNso 


P + 


22 Purgatory an humane invention. 


no reſerve of venial fins , or a temporal puniſhment for 
ſuch to ſatisfie juſtice, Ezeck, 18; 22. Allbs tranſpreſſi- 
ons, whichbath committed, ſhall nos be mentioned, Heb. 8; 12, 
I will be merciful to their aurighteouſneſſe , and their fins , and 
iniquities, 1 will remember no more.” 3. From the Scrip- 
eure, we can know only atwofold ſtate of men, after 
this life, Feh.3: 36. And two wayes that accordingly 
lead thereto, Matth. 7: 14. Strait x the way that leadeth 
gmta life ; and the way to defirufiion broad. The Apoſtle 
ſheweth that no middle place is betwixt the Saints bein 
vnclaathed , and cloathed upon, 2 Cor. 5:1,2. 5. The 
unconverted Theif found no Purgatory by the way, who 
had no Pennances,nor Church Indulgences, to lead him 
by the ſame , ifthe Infinite Merits of Chriſt were not ſut- 
ficient for all: In a word, this doth manifeſtly _—_ 
God with Injuſtice , as exacting double ſatisfaction for 
fin , one from Chriſt , the other from the ſinner. Qu, 
But doth nos the Apoile ſhew , there is a being ſaved, yet ſoa 
by fire? x Cor. 3:15. Ynf, Nothing can be moreplain, 
if any read that Scripture, than that there is a figurativeWvhi 
exprefiion/, and the ſame with , verſe 13. The fire ſhall th 
every mans work , Which none can expound to be Purgx 
cory : but that not without temporal loſs , ſo as to hav? 
their work burned, theſe. ſhall eſcape, Qu, Are ni 
ſome venial fins , which a temporal puniſhment may 5e ſufficienþ 
$0 expias, and therefore ſych paines do follow fin here , 45 migt 
evince a Purgatory after +þby > AN, Itis ſure, Tt. Tha 
the wapes of fin 1s death, Rom: 6:23. And nodifterencoyn 
there 1s ſhewed betwixt venial and mortal. ' 2. If a full 
acquirrance from the guilt , and puniſhment of {in be by 
Jets Chrift , and that he hath payed the whole price , nd 
tsfaRtion to Juſtice can be of uſe for temporal punull 
ment, 3. Itis clear, the moſt ſharp chaſtiſements of tha 
Saints in this life are for healing, and no effeftof Vinc 
Rive Juſtice, nor can give the laſt ground toplead for byFP 
mane $atisfaRion, gs ſych a thing as Purgatory _ _ 8 


Romish maſle contrary to Scripture. 23- 


SECT. NIH 


Pu. BY is there no Scripture warrant, for the Romiſh Maſs, 
4s a real , external , Sacrifice propitiatery , for tbe 
ing and the dead ; and that wherein the body of Chriſt is re- 


lly offered up > Anf, Ir is clear, 1. That not the leaſt _ 


ootſtep of a Sacrifice, or of Chriſts offering his Body and 
Blood, was 1n the firſt inititution of the Euchariſt: nor1n 
heſe Offices given to the Church, of Apoſtles , Paſtors » 
Teachers, &c. Rom. 12:6:7,8. 1 Cor. 12:28. 1s there 
nention of any ſuch, as aſacrificer of Chriſts Body. 2. No 
xternal Sacrifice can be now under the New Teftament , 

eſe under the Ltw being only typical of that , which 
yas accompliſhed in Jeſus Chriſt , who offered himſelf 
ut once , -Heb. 7:27. And by thy one offering hath perfeFed 


rever them that are ſanRified, Heb. 10:18. So as this de- 


es the perfection of Chriſt's Offering, and his everlaſt- 
ng Prieſthood. 3. No ſacrifice can be propitiatory , 
yhich is without blood ; ſince without that There # no re- 
ifion , Heb 9:22. 4. It is clear, in a true Sacrifice, 

-Whe thing ſacrificed muſt be deftroyed in the act of ſacri- 
icing , which none dare ſay of the bleſſed Body of Chriſt; 


or can it be conceived, how a repetition of the Offering} 


p of Chriſt ſhould really be , and not of his Suſſerings 
Iſo. QU, Can it be denyed, but rage gee are even 
nder the New Teſtament wnto God> Mnf, We know, 
Wn the Lords Supper there are Offeringsof praiſe andlove, 
vith a ſolema commemoration of Chriſt deith , but no 
xteroal Sacrifice there , or the leaſt ſhadow of ground 
rom the Scripture for it. QUl, Did not Melthizedeck 
ler Bread and Pine » who was the Prieft of the moſt- High 
thaſſood > Gen. x4: x8. Anſ. His bringing it' forth to Lbraham 
Ws there ſhewed , bur nothing to- ſhew his Offeringofit , 
TW what could give ground for the Idolatrous ſervice of che 
«ſ, thoughon this (hey lay its you weight. m_— 

4 | there 
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24 To bepreſent at maſs unlawful. 


| Phere not Prieſts now in times of the Goſpel , 4s under#he Law) 
Anſ. We know One only eternal High Prieſt , who is 
{uchas can have no ſucceſſour : and it is clear , Heb. 7: 
26. that the Prieſt , and Offerer , under the New Teſt«- 
ment , ſhould be holy, undefiled , and ſeparate from finners, 
which Tjudge they dare not own: But what do they mean 
thereby , fince it muſt either be'to repeat over again 
Chrifts Sacrifice, which is impoſlible, and blaſphemous, 
or to preſent what was then done by him , which 1s a $2- 
cramentand no Sacrifice ? yea evenin this, .are they ma- 
nifeſtly divided, to give anaccount , wherein the adti- 


on of {acrificing confifts , whether 1n the words of con- ſſo 


ſecration , Thx, my Body ; or in putting it on the altar, 
\QU. Ye may not ſome be preſent there with a ſafe Conſcience, 
when no evil is imtended > Anſ. We ought nat , from theſe 
grounds: 1. The fcandal, and offeod'ng of our Bro- 
ther , whichis nottobejudged from our intention, but 
from what 1s mznifeſt to others, in our doing ſuch a 
thiog. 2. The hardening of Papiſts in their way , this 
being a ſpeci31ſpmbol of their profeilion , whereby they 
are diſcerned, 3. It were an obvious diflimulation be- 
fore God , and with the adverſary, 1n that profeſſed 


communicating with them in an external part of wor-vh: 


ſhip. 
SE C 3+ S245, 
Qu. I $ it not an eſſential of the Chriftian Religion , that ſuch 


a preciſe number of $1cramin's is , and neither more not 
fewer than Seven, & is the DoArine of the Romiſh Church? 
An. Ic is indeed an eſſential of their Religion , but 
ſuch as could never ſhew its warrent from the Bibs, 
where two Sacraments only can be found of rms. 
ointment , Baptiſm andthe Lords Supper, as having theſe 

requiſites to a Sacrament of the New Teſtament : 1. 


execrnal viſible clement. | 2. That it þe ofexpreſſe Di 
"& ; vine 


ich 
not 


h? 


,ut. 


ls, 


kf 
An 
U 


ne 


* 


Under the New Teſt. only two Sacraments, 29 
vine inſtitution. 3. ' To have a promiſe of Grace and 


Pardon annexed thereto, which is not only ſignified, 
but offered and ſealed to all , who rightly partake there- 


of. 4. That it be perpetual unto the Worldsend. .QU, 


(Are theſe other five Sacraments of the Romiſh: Church but of hu« 
ane invention, to wit, Conflrmation , Pennancey, Pxtrene 
unfion, Orders , and Marriage > Anf. Since Divine 
orſhip muſt be according to the Rule given us by the 
Lawgiver, itis clear, theſe have not the leaſt impreſs 
fa Divine appointment thereon. QU, Is nos Confyrma- 
jon an ancient prafice of the Church %* Anſ., It was a cu- 

ſtom in the Primitive times , to bring Children Ba 
zed, and after they:came to ſome years , before x ck 
hurch , to pur them in mind of their Baptiſm , and 
ngagements they were under , which they now turn in- 
oa Sacrament, and therewith uſe Chriſm, which is 
Oyl mixed with Balm , putting it on the forehead, in 
he form of a Croſs , with theſe words 3 Ifignand con- 
rm thee with the Chriſm of Salvation , giving thema 
plow on the face, with other fooliſh rites , by which 
hey ſay the fulneſle of the Holy Ghoſt is given: Bar how 
isis a Sacrament , or by what Inſtitution ordained, or 
hat prom-ſe of Grace and Pardon 1s annexed hereto , 
nuſt be ſought elſewhere , than from the Sible. QU. Bus 
1not Penances 4 =_ of Repentance » and a viſible fon thereof ? 
{nſ. The publ:ck profeſiion of Repentance, for publick 
candalous fins, isa duty; but no ſuch outward fign was 
ver inſtitured in the Word, as Whipping , Pilgrimage, 
'c. Yea, nothing more contrary thereto, than their 
declared meaning of this to bea Satisfaction to juſtice , 
d Compenſation of the wrong done unto God therebys 
ior can they agree among themſelves about the Sacra» 
mentality thereof, if the form be in the at of the Prieſts 
\bſolution, ornot. QU, Arenot Marriage and Orders 
nquefiionably of Divine appointment. Anſ, None will deny 
t Marriage, and theſe Offices Np by Chriſt = 
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26 Five Romish Sacraments ſpurious. 


his houſe, have their Warrant in the Scripture ; but not 
as. Sacraments; yea is it not amazing, how the Romiſh 
Church ſhould aſſert this, who maintain the uſe of theſe 
Sacraments to be neceſſary to Salvation, when all of 
cheir Church are by their own Doctrine excluded from 
one of them, the whole Laity from Orders , and the 


Clergy from Marriage. Qu, Is there not yet ground for 


extreme UnAien, Jam. 4: 14. In which with|the Oyl of Olive they 
anoint divers parts of the bodies of thoſe 3 who are in death bed, 
wth ſuch words ; 1 anoint ſuch aplace , that wherein thou haf 
finned., thou mayeſt be forgiven? Ynſ, For whatthe A- 

oftle there mentions: 1. The recovery of the ſick per- 

on, is evidently intended ; but this extreme Union 
innot uſed, until the recovery of the party be paſt hope. 
2. The health there promiſed was miraculous', anfwer- 
ing to that time when the Faith. of Miracles was in the 
Church 5 and temporary , for ſuch as had the extraordi- 
narie gift of healing : but for the Elders of the Church 
praying; over the Sick, though not having ſuch a gift now, 
we-deny not its prepetual ule. 


SEC I at V. 


Qu, H Ath not that Article of the Romiſh Do&rine, T ran- | 
ſubſtantiation , clear warrant in the Scripture, the 


Chrifts bodily preſence in the Sacrament , % ſuch, as the wholt 
ſubſtance of the Bread and Wine there, in the a& of Conſecration|i 
#% turned into the ſubſtance of bis Body and Blood > Ynf. It» 
manifeſt, 1. That it could be no more a Sacrament , 
the ſign ſhould be turned into the _—y ſignified. - 2. I 


is expreſly to deny the real Body of Chriſt , and that ii 
did viſibly and locally leave this World ; Whom tbe-He 


 wvensmuf# contain, until the time of thereſtitution of all ehings 


As 3:11. 3. It is moſt direCtly contrarie to the Scrip* 

eure, where it is ſoevident, that the Bread and Wins 

remaid ſtill the ſame, after the Gonſecratian, I _ 1: 
| ver[. 24 


In the Euchariſt no Tranſubſtantiation. , 27 


as 
verſ, 26.So oftyou eat of xz this Bread : Andlet a Man examine 
himſelf . and ſo let him eat of this Bread , 1 Cor.10: 16, The 
Bread which we break , is it not the Communion of the Chrift > 
Yea, ARs 2; 46. Where the partaking of the Sacrament 
is called the Breaking of Bread , inall which it is moſtex- 
preſly ſhewed to be Rill Bread, 4. Its clear, that Jeſus 
Chriſt as Man » cannot be in divers places at once; nor 
his Body at the ſame time-in Heaven , and .upon Earth in 
he Hoſt , being made like unto us in all things , finonly ex- 
epred , Heb. 2:17. 5. This 1s to ſubject the bleſſed Bo- 
ly of Chriſt , now in aglorified ſtate, to the greateſt ig- 
ominies, ſuch as to go into the belly, to beearen by his 
nemies 3 tobe deſtroyed by rats and other beaſts, the 
eric conceiving of which ſhould cauſe horrour. Qu, 
ſre not theſe the very werds of  Inflitution » when Feſus Chriſt 
ook the Bread , Thy is my Body? Anf, They are, bur 
othing more uſual in Scripture , than ſuch figurative ex- 
reflions as this is , to ſhew' the ſacramental Union be- 
v1xt the Bread and Chriſts Body , as I Cor. 16: 1. The 
Rock was Chriſt. Foh. 15: 1. Lamnhetrue vine; which Tam 
ure none can take in the literal ſenſe : Bur I confeſle , 
uch need not fear ro loſe their cauſe , who from the 
Shurch's Authority can make void Scripture , Senſe, and 
Reaſon at once. MU, Wherein doth thy contradif-Senfe y 
Reaſon, | An. It expreſly ſhews, 1. Thar we muft 
bot credir our qwn eyes, and thata!l who were witneſſes 
ff the Miracles of Chriſt , could have no certainty there- 
f by their fight; though theſe were given to confirm the 
ruth unto mens ſenſes. 2. That the accidents of Bread 
d Wine, ſuchas colour; taſte, &e. canremanwith- 
heWur their SubjeRt. 3. That the ſame numerical Body 
ccFnould be-in ſo-many places at once , which is in effe& , 
d deny the Body of Chrift to be humane and. finite. QU, 
et is it not apreeable.to rake away the Cup from the People , in 
er Eucharift? Ynf, If the written Word haveany weight, 
15 then ſure, how coptrarie this is.,- 1, Tothe Infſti- 
eution , 
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28 Denial of the Cup unlawful. 


tution , and Command of Jeſus Chriſt , Mat, 26: 27, 
Which in theſe words is exprefle, Drink ye all of it. 2. To 
the Command , and Rule given us by tte Apoſtle, 1 Cox, 
11: 23. Let aman examine himſelf , and ſolet him eat of thy 
Bread , and drink of this Cup » which hath there a reſpet 
toall, who have cauſe forſelf examination. 3. Doth 
ſo far fruſtrate that end of the appointmentr of the Lords 
Supper , for commemorating his deith and ſufferings, 5 


oft as you eat of this bread » and drink of this cup , ye ſhew forth i 


the Lords death , till he come agam: ſince it is clear , they 


cavunot aright celebrate the memory thereof, who parcake 


not of that part of the Sacrament , whereby we comme- 
morate the effuſion of Chriſt's blood. 4, Though in the 
firſt adminiſtratzon , by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the re- 
ceivers then were Apottles ; yet is it manifeſt, he did 
then enter the whole Chriſtian Church in poſſeſſion of 
ſuch a priviledge , in that very manier he gave it, and 
notthe leaſt ſhadow for this reſtriction to be found. 


SHE C4. XV. 
Qu. = there not ſafe Worſhipping God » under 4 vifble repre 


ſentation , and in an Image , according to the pradtiict 


: of the Romiſh Church ? Alnſ. It 15 not their practice only; 


bur profeſſed Dottrine and Principle , that the Images ot 
the Trinity are nof fora ſhew ſer up , but for Religious 
adoration ; which, 1. Is a moſt direct violation ovfth 


moral Law : Deut. 5: $. Thou ſhall not make unto thy ſelf any 


raven Image, or the fimilitude of any thing , to bow dont 
it. 2. Ttistochange the glory of the inviſible God , int 
the likeneſſe of a finful creature, Rom. 1: 23- Which none 
Can deny to be the groſſelt Idolatry. 3. It is a moſt ex- 
prefle breach of the Command, which torbids all w_ 
the true God , after the manner which the Heathens uſe 
1n ſerving their Idols, Deut. 12: 30» 31.:Take heed to thy ſelf 
that thou be not ſnared , by arking how theſe Nations did oy 
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Worshipping of Images Idolatry,' | 29 


, lrir Gods , thou ſhalt not do ſo to the Lord thy God; which 
' Misnct, thou ſhalt not do ſo to theſe Idols, but notin 
| Mhat manner ro the true God , as they did to their Idols. 
; 4. There can be no poſlible repreſenting the Invifible 
od, by any outward reſemblance : To whom will yelikgn 
ne? Iſa. 46: 5. And therefore, when the Law was given, 
Deut. 4: 12, The People Heard a voice, but ſaw no jhape » 
[eſt thereby they ſhould take occaſion to repreſent him by 
: a image. 5. Howgreat aſinitis to conceive, 
vr imagine in our hearts , that the —_— God is like 
any thing , how excellent ſoever, We think, itis clear, 
(#5 19; 29. Qu. But can thy charge the Romiſh Church 
pith Idolatry . fince they do not fix or terminate their CEE 
e- $1 the Image , but on what is thus repreſented> Ynf. No 
ubril diftin@ion will acquit before the Lord, and atthe 

dar of his Word , whart he hath ſo exprefly condemned ; 
hen it is clear, 1. That not only worſhipping with 
Dur mind the Image , but all corporal adoration thereof 
5 forbiddenzas Idolatrous worſhip, Thou ſhalt wot bot down 
bereto, 2, None will deny but Aarons calf, and thoſe 
ff Feroboams z were intended for the true God ;*yer their - 
Worſhip was moſt groſſe Idolatrie. 3. We find rhe bra- 
en Serpent, though an inſtiruted type , under the Old 
eftament , taken down and deftroyed , when oncethe 
cople begun inan Idolatrous ways to look afterit. Qui. 

Ws it not lawful to make an Image of Chrift , whois truly Man , 
hefÞr keeping. up the remembrance of him in our Worſhip > Yn. 
Wc may not, 1. Becauſe it is expreſlie forbidden to frame 
nto ourſelves the likeneſſe of any thing in Heaven, where 
e bleſſed body of Chriſt now 1s. 2. Since both natures 
him are inſeparable, this were to fix a repreſentation 
our mind of his manhood only . dividing it from. his 

ivinity ; and thus give a manifeſt advantage ro Arria- 
iſm. 3. Nothing Bom the Scripture giveth the leaf 
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ew of any ſhape, or lineament of his Body. to letus 
e, thatunder no viſible Image , we ſhould ſeek to re. 
preſene 


>0 Godonlythe objeQ ofReligious Worship. 

reſent him. 4. The true portraiture of Chriſt crucii 
Fed. we have ſec before oureyes inthe Goſpel , and ad 
miniſtration of the Sac1aments) as is clear, Gal. 3: ver{. 1, 
Qu, Ye: is there not ſafe ground , for the worſhip of Angel: 
of the Virgin Mary , and, of the Saints ; ſince this 1s not dieÞ? 


refed unto them , 44 unto God , but in a lower depree > © Wiſh"! 
God alone is . and ought to be the objeM of Religiouif 
Worſhip, which in no degree can be given unto an 
creature* whatſoever , as 1s expreſſe from the Com 
mand » Matth. 4: 10. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thyGod 
and him only ſhalt thox ſerve. 2. All worſhipping of An 
Is is forbidden ;-Col.2:18. Rev. io: 10. 3. Since 
eligious Worſhip is due to God alone, we may in no de 
gree give it to the Virgin Mary, or the Saints, fince the 
15 but one Mediator Feſus Chrift , 1 Tim. 2: 5, Yea this were 
ſo far > toputthem in the Jace of God , to provoke hi 
jealouſie » Exo. 24214. Thou ſhale worſhip no other God, 
for the Lord, whoſe Names Jealous, is a lealous God * Ani 
of this is he in aſpecial way Jealous , that none be cc 
partners with him in his Worſhip. Qu. Is there now 
rantable uſe of Images > Anſ. The uſe of Images is no 
ſimply condemned , for we find ſome in the Templeb 
expreſſe Command , though they were only Typical t 
ſhadow out things to be fultilled under the New Teftamen 
there is aPolitical uſe of Images alſo lawful for ornamen 
and to keep up the remembrance of friends ; ſome hiſt 
rical and for doctrinal uſe : but none ſhould be ſet 
in Churches , or in the leaſt ſet apart for Religio 


Worſhip. 
SEGT. XYL 


Qu. Ay not the Worſhip of God , in the publickh Pray 
M. / þ of God y publick Pr 


the Church be in an unknown tongue , according 
the Popiſh Dofrine> An. You have the Apoſtles anſwer! 
this, Cor, 14:2. He thas fpeakethin an unknown tongue,ſpeak 


Aſſurance of Salvation in this lifeattainable. 3k | 


ot unto men» but unto God ; for wbo underfiands him? In 
hich he ſhews , there can be no viſible communion, 
ſuch an at of worſhip : and lers us ſee, howit con- 
adicts one great end of publick worſhip , that ſuch can 
we norealand heart conſenting therein , which is ins 
liſpenſiby called for in that dutie of publick Prayer ; as 
Wicſee, verl. 16. For how ſhall be that oecupieth the _— 
c 


lie unlearned , ſay Amen , at thy piving of thanks , ſince 


nderftands not what thou ſayeft > Qu. Is it not _ $0 inte 
i Church-guides with ths , to 'twhom the People makes their 
onfeſſion > Anſ., We know no ſuch implicite relyance 


wght by the Scripture ; but there is no cure, where | 


en will intruſt both Religion , and Reaſon at once, to 
e diſpoſal of others, QU. Yet » there not a neceſſity of ſome 
plicite relyance on theſe , ſince according to the Romiſh Do- 
rine » none can be aſſured of by own Salvation , but what he 
th on the aſſurance of hy Prieſt and Confeſſor. Anſ. Nothin 
more clear , than a Chriſtians acceſle to be aſſured 
5 being in the ſtate of Grace, and that he hath paſſed 
om death to life , 1 Teh. 3: 14. Upon theſe grounds , 
Becauſe a rejoycing in the hope of the glory of God , is at- 
nable here , as the Apoſtle ſheweth , Rom. 5: verſ. 2. 
That by the works and evidences of Sanctification , a 
olt firm and infallibk aſſurance, is 1a this life givento 
: Saints , 1 Joh, 3: 1819. Let #snot love in towgue neithey 
word, but in deed and truth ; and hereby do we know , that 
are in the truth . aud ſhall aſſure our hearts before him. 3. By 
 teſtimonie ofthe Spirit , witneſling with our Spirits, 
at we are thechildren of God, Rom $: 16. 4.By that earneſt 
the Spirit in our hearts , whereby we are ſealed untothe day 
Redemption » Eph. 1: 13,14. & 4: 30. QU. Is there no 
und for that Article of the Romiſh Dofrine , that under pain 
lamnatian , there be a Confeſſion of the moR ſecret ſons of men, 
> their very thoughts , ſo far ai they can remember , unto the 
eft , according to that » James 5: 16. Confeſſe your faults 
to ancther > Anſ. We (ece.as much ground fromthis, 
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32 _ No auricularconfeſſion. 


ro confeſſe tothe people, as to the Prieſt ; nor doth th 
Scripture warrant any ſuchthing ; but this aſſurance hay 
we , that He who confefſeth and forſakerh hy fins ſhall find 4 
mercy, Prov. 28: 13. Which none will deny is ther, 
meant unto God : 'nor did the Saints in Scripture knoyfi, 
Auricular Confeſlion. I ſaid, I will confeſſe my tran{preſſung 
unto the Lord , and thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my fin , Pſ; 


32: 5. Fhough wedeny not the duty of publick Conte 
fion, in the caſe of publick and ſcandalous fins ; butiffi 
men ſhut not their eyes ; nothing bur a politick interel 

4 cloſe counſe 


is here , tobe thus on the moſt hid ,, an 


©, wa 


of men » by ſuch a pretext to keep the Conſciend i 


under awe. 
SES 23 NVIL 


_—__ how ſhould that plea be anſwered , which the 


miſh Church bath to prove their Religion, fromits u 
ty » univerſality , and an uninterrupted ſucceſſion 2 Yu. 
1s I confeſſe _O_ and aſtoniſhing; when ſo clear, 1. 
her Unity , That beſides what known differences they a 
at amongſt themſelves , in many Doctrines , they are1 
fibly divided about the very fnadinion of their Faill 
and Infallibilsy of their Church , whether it reſolve 
the Pope alone, or on the Pope and a Council, 
that late found- out Rule fof Oral Tradition, 2. For 
Univerſality , tt is eafie to know , how much more 
the one half , where the Chriſtian Faith is embrac 
through the World , _ not at all own'the See of Re 


And 3. For that Sneceſſlon of their Church , and un 


cerrupted line of Popes , they will not themſelves deba 
how there have been three Popes at one time, yea by Wi! 
horrid means ſome of them got! up to that throne, as til 
greateſt Writers are forced to conteſle, Mu. Bui: 

«A poſtacy of that Church ſuch, as there is no ſafe union wit 
nor hope of being ſaved in their Religion > Mnf. If Row! 
thar ſpiritual Babylon , Rev. 18: 4. as is there moſt evi 
thenis the command peremptorie , #8 cone ont of her | 


That the Pope is the Antichriſt, © 33 


Wing partakers of ber fins, thiy be partakers of her pl agues 3 
W-ca (uch a threatning we may read , Rev. 14: 9, Io. as 
ould cauſe men to tremble, who are not under a ſtrange 
eight of 1induration 3 and now ſince the breakingup o 
Wo great a light , and theſe clear diſcoveries of the truth , 
Wire che Waters become bloody, Revel. 16:3. Qu. (a can 
ll this make out the charge of Antichriflianiſm , or that the 
WP ope is the Antichrift , who is ſoexpreſly foretold » 2 The. 2: 
W,4> Anſ. Toreſolveſuchathing , theſe are undenia- 
bly clear, T1. That the Holy Ghoſt , In the Scripture , 
ath been in a moreſthan ordinary way,particular,in points 


nSng Antichriſt out , by ſuch notorious marks and chara- 


ters, that afterages might know him, if they will not 
ut their eyes; and thar a moſt exact portraicture 1s there 
drawn of ſuch an adverſarie, what ſhould be his form and 
pe , with the manner of his appearance. 2. Except 
e deny our Senſes, itis certain , that we ſee with our 
- Wes ſuch an one, as is there ſhewed forth ; ſo as none 
-Wver knew the face ofaMan, by his Picture drawn to 
'Whe life ina frame , better then che Church this day may 
now Antichriſt , and thar this 1s he, who ſo clearlie an- 


0 wers all theſe marks , which in the Scripture are given 
© Wt ira; even he, Whoſe coming ſhall be after the working of Sa- 


anwoith all power,ſigns,and lying wonders forbidding to marrys 

d commanding to abſtain from meats » which God hath ap- 
pointed to be uſed with thanksgiving ; who ſitteth in the Temple 
f God and gxalteth himſelf above all that is called God, be= 
picheth the Kings of the earth with his inchantments, and is 
rk with the blood of the martyrs of Chrift Ieſws; yea, whoſe 
Wl rafick , and Mecchandice , is not onlie Gold and Sit- 
Wer, buc The ſouls of men., Rev. 18: x3. And canwebein 
he dark, ta know or diſcover who this Antichriſt is, 
whoſe DoQtine is ſtated in ſodirect an op CR 
us Chriſt , and the great deſign of the Goſpel. 3. An- 
chriſt muſt be already come , and revealed , elſe ac- 


ording to the Scripture , that Prophecy can never have 
G K's 


| 34 Popery a compound of Humane Policie. 


Its accompliſhment , fince even 1n the Apoſtles times, hn: 
chis Myſtery began ro worke , and he who for a time dtd with-ſpb 
hold his coming , the Heathen Empire of Rome , hath beenſiſhs: 
long ſince taken out of the way 3 and as the Scripture 
points his firſt coming, and appearance in the firſt times 
of the Church ; ſo his lait cloſe , and final ruine to be 
near the ſecond coming of the Lord. 4. It is thus undeniable, 
that this adverſarie can be no ſingle perſon , or ofa ſhon 
continuance , bur is a politick Bodie and Kingdom, 
centred, and united in one ſupream Head, and with : 
fuccefſion for many ages. 5. Itis clear , that theſe er 
preſſe Marks and Characters given by the Scripture , for 
the Churches Knowing of Antichrit , could anſwerto 
no Adverſarie elſe , whach Jeſus Chriſt ever had under 
the New Teſtament , either Pagan or Mahumetan. Ql. 
Smmce Antichrifts fall muſt be by the Word,as xclear, 2 Thel.:: 
9. thom the Lord ſhall conſume by the breath of his mouth , ca 
it be now applicable to the Romiſh Church , whilſt Popery is) 
preading , evenin thoſe Parts', mhere the Word 1s moft power 
fully preached> Fnf. This needs not be ſtrange , if we 
conſider, 1. That Antichriſts fall , according to the 
Scripture, muſt be by degrees, as his riſe was. 2. That 
where the truth 1s not received in love, 2 Theſ. 2: 18. it ca 
not long want judicial effects, to be given up to ſtrory 
deluſions. 3. Itis eafie toſee , chow {uch as at this day 
have fallen off to Poperie , are notupon debate , or | 
arguments to ein: ronean ch engaged , bur it is the vi 
{ble produdt of a licentious time, and from an unuſul 
crowth of Atheiſm and Ignorance ; yea thoſe only a 
found to change their Religion,wwho never in earneſt en 

braced any. 4. Yet can none deny thoſe great and ext 
ordinarie effects , the preached word hath had to recov 
the Church from Antichrijlian darkneſle , In theſe Ia 
2725, to which thoſe famous Plantations of the Goſpel 
in Britain , Ireland, France, Germany , the Low countrit! 
&c. are to this day a witneſle, where the greateſt Atheilt 
ma 


dC 


Some Conſiderations further anent Popery. 34 


ay ſeean immediate appearance of God , and ſomething 

-ſbove nature , with that convincing increaſe of light, 

5 enforceth ſuch even to gnaw their tongue with pain, 
ho do nor ceaſe to oppoſe rhe truth. . 


I—_ 


Pome ſcrious Conſiderations further 


anent Popery, and the import of that 
great controverſie betwixtthe Romish, 
and reformed Churches atthis day. 


Hough there ſeems ſmall grounds of hope, to cor- 

vince ſuch, who in the holy judgement of God , 

are given up to that ſtrong deluſion of Popery, and 

eaſeth not to oppole themſelves to the cleareſt diſcove- 

es of the truth : yet this being ſo ſad and deplorable 
light , to ſee how much of the Chriſtian World chus 
eriſh , who will not once open their {eyes , andis {0 
lear , that under the greateſt of judgements , this 'way 
uſt involve them , (if the Scripture of God have any 
eight or credit with ſuch: ) yea ſince this 1s ſo grave and 
dncerning a duty , now in theſe laſt times , to beat ww- 
Ws againſt Antichriſt, and purſue without ceafng rhar 
'{W1|, whatever ſucceſs it ſhould have,that men would come 
«vt of Babylon 4 and haſten from under approaching 
[2h andjudgment: I ſhall here add,to what is premitted 
fore upon this ſubje, ſome ſerious Conſiderations con- 
ning Popery , with an appeale to the Conſcience of the 
dverſary , yea to their reaſon and judgment , if they 
ll allow its free exerciſe herein , anent the truth 


ereof, 


C3 CONS. 


36 Some Conſiderations 


CONSID. I. 


| TR Ar what a rate by clear and undeniable conf 
.quence, from the Romiſh Doctrine and principles 
one can be Popiſh , conforme to their way 3 and what! 
neceſlarily imported in being a Roman Catholick , as th 
thus terme themſelves, which 1s not more ſtrange , ant 
aſtoniſhing in ir ſelf, than may be clear in theſe pa 
ticulars. ; 

I. That it is to deliver up their reaſon and judgment 
_ tothe conduct ofſuch, of whom they muſt ſee true caul 
co feare , adventuring upon in the ſmalleſt of their out 
ward intereſts :- And where'it is ſo viſible, its mol 
for merite , and that all can be ſold at this marker up0 
ſuch a price ; yea where the poore only muſt be left hops 
leſs, who thus hath not to expiate their guilt, andpw 
chaſsfa plenary indulgence : as Petrarch of old was i 
forced to ſay , thatif Fudss could come with the price 
his Maſters blood to the Romiſh market , he might | 
welcome to buy an abſolution; where, no fin need 
want a diſpenſation to allowit, ora pardon for its con 
Lurment, ittheir purſe can poſiibly anſwere thereto. 

2. This1sto quite that judgment of diſcerning give 
them of God , and be ſhut out of all Proper knowled 
of the Scripture with their own conſent ( except theſe 
the Clergy ) ſo as they muſt not truſt their own eyes, | 
others in the great intereſt of their eternal ſtate , and th 
take the Romiſh Authority for their Bible ; yea ſuc 
whom they cannot but ſee, what Palpable ignorance 
{ome , and deceit and falſhood is in others of thoſe tht 
thus implicitely credit, and that the concernes of thilj; 
carth , and their private intereſt doth for the moſt of {ul 
more {way , than any thing of Religion. 

3. It is by cleareſt coniequence manifeſt , that 
a viſible betaking of themſelves to a Covenant of Wor 


furtheranent Popery: 37 
1d to ſtand thereby , inthe moſt expreſs oppoſirion ro 
he great intent of the Goſpel ; ſince according to their 
rinciples, it 1s meyite, yea their own Proper merite 
uſt be the way for their obtaining of heaven ; andall 

ey aſcribe to Jeſus Chriſt herein 1s this, only to give 
fe and Salvation to their merites, which yet are in them- 
W-lves , and from their own intrinſick worth , without 
mhe imputation of Chriſts merite thereto , thus merito- 
10us 3 as they terme it, exeondigno: And thus only do 
hey admit » areſtoring again by him of a Covenant of 
orks on the ſame texmes with the firſt ; Do this 
nd live. 

4. It muſt be at that rate, one can be this day hr ng : 

he grofleſt Idolatry, and a turning the glory of the invi- 


le God , into the ſimilitude of a corruptible man, Rom. I: 
rf. 23. with a moſt expreſs counteraCting of that 


reat precept of the Moral Law againſt bowing down 


orſhipping of any graven Image, they being no leſs 
us guiltie of an Idolatrous Worſhip, than either the 
hurch of Iſrael of Old , or the Pagan world could be,_ 
aged with ; ſince both had a reſpect further than the 
mage it ſelf , the one tothe true God, and the other to 
heir feigned Deity. 

5. What ever liberty this way gives toſin, and to lay 
he ſtreſs of their inward peace on the Prieſts abſolution; 
etitis clear, that at that rate on theſe tearmes can one be 
Popiſh this day , to ſubjed& themſelves toa yoke and bon- 

ve from men , that without a judicial ſtroke on their 

onſcience might ſeeme intolerable; ſuch as Auricular 
onfefiom to a Prieſt , of their moſt ſecret fins , and this 
nder the pain of damnation ; their Pennances , with that 
 aSlind and unlimited obedience therein to their Church 
YPÞuids without acceſs to conſult the Scripture; as if this 
ray of expiating ſin could be a Satisfaction before the 

oly God fach as cheir whipping of themſelyes,and going 

8 Pilgrimage to ſome Superſtitious place , yea thus me- 
C ritort- 


3$ Some Conſiderations 


ritorious , becauſe they be grievous <6 the fleth ; bu* 
why not rather , an offering up of the fruit of their body 
for the ſin of their ſoul, as thoſe of old unto Molech #2 
which might witneſs a further degree of doing violenceF'* 
to their own fleſh. If men mightthus think by a ſac 
fice of their deviſing to appeaſe 0a verges of God. - i" 

6. This — alſo muſt follow an. embracemcn 
of _—_ » and tubje ing to that way ; to be put beyond 
a poflibility ofany inward peace here, or quietawto their 
future ſtate in another world , fince it is undeniabl: 
1. They muſt have ſome merite of their own, anda 
humane Sarisfaction to confide in , and onthat foundate 
on of good works, lay tne weight of obtaining life, whilt 
yec according to their own Principles they ſee,thereisn 
poiiible being ſure , if theſe ſhall be found equiyalentit 
value to anſ{were this end. 2. That no aſſurance of $4 
vation is ſo much as attaineable, according to their Dt 
Etrine. 3. How {ada cure, as have no ſuteableneſs the 
with to eaſe a di{quiet and awakened Conſcience , dot 
their Principles bring, ſuch as Pennances , their own Sat 
fafion , the Pop's Pardon, or abſolution of the Prieſt , im col 
cation of Saints and Images , whence it was: in the darkne/ 
of Popery » moſt found themſelves under that inforcemen 
for ſo many dotations , and to ſtretch their ſtate toth! 
furtheſt for ſoul-maſſes , ſince they could find no groun 
for their ſouls quiet here. 4. And does not this w: WM 
and DoQrine molt viſibly purſue men, not unto death on oy | 
ly, but beyond it, through theſe tormenting thougit n 
and fear of a Purgatory to come, and that uncertainty as 
che time or terme of releaſe , ſoas at the beſt, death mul 
have a terrible and affrighting look. 

7. If men would bring this near their thoughts , ' Fi 
leſs can ſerve to be a Poprſh iproſelyte than a manifeſt il" 
volyement in the blood of all the Saints, which hath bec 
ſhed , and ſerving themſelves Heir to both the g 
and jndgment of {ſuch horrid and unexpreflible crueh "a 

EXEIC& 


0 
| 
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Wxerced by the Romiſh Church on thoſe for ſo many ages 
aſt,;who through grace did reſiſt unto the death, ſtriving 
for the truth againſt Antichriſtianiſme: for it is clear, 
ow ſuch comes\on the ſame ſcore, by their virtual con- 
ent, and juſtify4ng the ſame with as real acceflion before 
the Lord thereunto, as though they had aftually con- 
urred. Oh what a reckoning will this once be faund, 
«nee into eternity with, before thejudgment ſeat of 
riſt? 
8, Andisit now po!Þble for any to be Popiſh , but ar 
at rate of reſiſting the cleareſt diſcoveries of the truth , 
- Wand an expreſs doing deſpite to the Sptrit of Grace , a re- 
Wuſing to bo cured , and to come to the light, now when 
Antichriftianiſme 1s by ſuch undeniable evidences reveal- 
dtothe world, as men cannot be in the dark, who this 
zreat Adverſary 1s, that does not ſhut their own eyes 
romit. Oh! whatarevenge does hatred and malice at 
he tryth, cauſe, that can turn men cruel againſt them- 
ſelves 3 nor 1s that ſtroke of judicial blindneſs more 
ſtrange and amazeing this day on the Fewes ,. when ſur- 
rounded with ſo clear diſcoveries of the truth , than this 
now may be, which is upon the Romiſh Church , that can- 
not ſee that deſpecart ſtate they are in , when ſuch undeni- 
able light is held ouc from the Scriptures there anent , 
nay , it muſt be ſaid , who will not ſee this? 


9. I muſt here fu:ther add, how evident alſo this 1s fo. 


be Popiſh, and enrolled with ſuch a party, that it is no leſs, 
than to ſtand under that moſt dreadful peremptory threat- 
ning, as is in the,whole of the Bible denounced agai 

ſuch, as iu theſe times of gh ſhall engage with that way, 


Rev. 14: 9. If any man Worſhip the beaſt and by Image , and 

receive his mark. in his fore head , or in his band , the ſame ſhall 

drink of the mine of the wrath of God , which is powred out with- 

out mixture , mto the cup of his indignation , and be ſhall be 

tormented with fire and brimſtone in the preſence of the boly An- 

gels, andin preſence of the Lamb , on the ſnogk of their tor- 
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ment aſcendeth up for ever and ever , and they haveno ret day 
nornight , who worſhip the beaſt and by imago , and who ſo re- 
cetveth the mark of hy name, Oh! If men would be ſo far 
awakned with the dread of this threatning , as once to 
come and ſee but with their own eyes,to what party this is 
applicable , andexpreſly pointed at by the Spirit of God 
there : and it 1s ſure they could not then bein the dark, 
how deep it drawes , under what pretext ſoever, for any 
to be Popiſh., Nor is it ſtrange , that after ſuch abuſed 
lighc , hell becometh now more hot and more inevitable 
than before, whilſt ſo much of the Chriſtian World 
(who own that name and Profeſſion ) do ſhut their eyes 
and ears at fo clear and diſtinct a ſound from the Sct) 

ture, ſeemes to roll over all certainty hereof, to the 
geciſion and irrevocable Sentence of the Great Judge, 


CONSEFD. 1h 


Econdly, Canit be inthe darkthis day, ifthis be not 

upon Choice , that the grear intereſt of the Reformed 
Church in contending againſt Popery, is a moſt expreſs 
appearance, and contending for the Truth ef Chriſti 
nity , and Dottrine of the Scripture delivered to us in the 
Old and New Teſtament, Andis fo diſcernable upon 
theſe great Heads. 1. That there 1s but one Mediator 
berwtxc God and Sinners , againſt ſuch direct oppoſition 
theretoin the Doctrine of the Romiſh Church , that brings 
ina plurality of Mediators, and the Worſhipping of Ar- 
gels and Saints departed, forthat end. 2. In behalf of 
the reality of Chriſts humane nature , which by the D& 
Ctrine of Tranſubſtantiation , is ſubjefted to have a new 
created being in their conſecrated Hoſtia , at each time, 
& every where, at the pleaſure of a wretched man; which 
is in efftecta moſt expreſs denying of his blefled body to 
þe humane and finite. 3. Itisclear, how e-preſly cor- 
ecined the Proteſtant Church is , in oppoſition to Fo 
pery 
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ry , to contend for the reality of Chriſts death and ſuf- 
Fon for his Elect. And that this time is come and paſt, 
no more poſſibly to be repeated again , wherein he once 
appeared in the end of the world to put away fin by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf, Heb.g: 26. And by one offering hath for ever per- 


feed them that are ſanftified, Heb. 1o: 14. Againſt that hor- 


rid blaſphemy of the Maſs , which they own as a re- 
peared offeriny of the blefſed body of the Redeemer , by 
the hands of the Prieſt unto God , as a Propitiatory ſa- 
crifice-for the living and the dead , which is ſo evident a 
ſubverting the foundations of Chriſtianity , and to make 
void the infinite value and efficacy of the death and ſuffer- 
ing of Chriſt once offered, and for ever in behalf of his 
Ele, whilſt they thus own a continued offering of his 
body, which as the Apoſtle ſhewes , Heb. 9: 25. that 
if Chriſt had offered himſelf often , he behoved to have 
fuffered often. 4.. And 1s itnot clear , thar great inte- 
reſt of truth , the Reformed Church is nowpreſled to a 

pear upon, againſt Popery, 1s the Doctrine of Chriſt Jeti. 
vered to us 1n the Scripture, as that whereon we muſt 
found and reſolve our faith , and not the Authority of 
men , which they ſo expreſly oppoſe and deny ; ſoas it 
is noleſs than the Chriſtian cauſe and quarrel, for which 


21l who loves the truth, are called to contend, and that 


we ſhould not be bereſt. of that bleſſed infallible rule and 
ſtandart of truth, as thoſe, whoſe great aime 1s, to have it 
denuded of all Aurhority , but what 1s precarious and de- 


pendent on them: nor to be {o much as intelligible, and 


to have an articular voice , until they cauſe it ipeak , and 
put what ſenſe thereon they pleaſe. | 


CONSID. III. 


8 Hom » It may be aſtoniſhing (and is ſurely one of 
the greateſt depths of the Oren of God this 


day) to ſee what of the world, with their own conſent, is 
G5 ſub- 
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ſubjected to ſo viſible , and notour an impoſture , as Po- 
pery 1s, whilit ſuch , as it would ſeeme not conceivea- 

le, how men can exerce reaſon, and not as ina decp 
{leep, and have this hid from their eyes, the obvious de- 
ceit and impoſture of ſuch a way, where no Religion but 
A 598, YA of humane Policy , with their. own private 
intereſt and gain, is wholly intended. About whica, 
I ſhall offer, ( lhope I may withyſome confidence ſay, 
it's for the truths ſake) a ſhort touch hereat , in ſome h 
undeniable juſtances. 

I. None will debate how this way is framed for ſuc 
an intereſt, thut there may be a g'aunt and allowance tf 
from the Pope for any fin, and to tranſgreſs the expreli ,, 
Lawes of the great Lawgiver , yea chis put to ale; Oh 
what a ſtrange device, that for money men may have 21 - 
berty todeſtroy themſelves : Whilſt on che other hand.) 
nothing is followed with more ſevere threatnings, ther 
an abſolute ſubjeCing to their arbitrary Commands , { 
that one may {ſ.fely diſobey the holy God , and this wit 

a warrant; but not the Pope, and h's Clergy under the 
hazard of condemuation. 

2. 'Thatſuch a ſtock and creaſure of merites ſhouldhe 
in keeping by the Romiſh Church , and under their truſt t 

Sor of , 4s 2 thing depoſited into their hand by ſuch 
who had morehan cnough for themſelves to ſerve for tht 
uſe of others ? And thus at their di{poſ?1 to give out there 
of to ſatisfy divine Juſtice for thoſe , who have not ſuf 
Cient metite of their own ; this only being neceſſari 
provided , that theſe who get aſhae of ſuch a treaſure 
compenſe it by ſomewhat equiv-lent , and buy it ere the 
have it : but herein could they neyer reſolve the worl! 


how to be (ure, if theſe merites were truely more (hat ſer] 
ſuch, whoſe they were, needed themſelyes, or how thei ,p,. 
came into their hand, or was intrufted by them to apply 1, 
or if their ſtrength be not long ſince ſpent and exhauſtcaly +. 


hy ſo long continued application in luch ag es i 
Og ulgenct 


dulgences given out of that treaſury: Oh ! what a deppo- 
FI rable contrivance is here-which I confeſs,ſhould be owned 
PN as one of the greateſt Maſter p:eces of cheatry, agever 
cf the world knew; if it were only to cheat men of their 
"uy purſe, but this goes further, to thoſe great intereſts, of 


Ig the immortal ſoul ; and yet ſo many will not ſee the viſi- 


1 ble intent of this trade and merchandice:; that it is indeed 
"| the merchandice of the ſouls of men, ſo expreſly foretold 
ay by the holy Ghoſt, Rev. 18: 13. 
ol . 3: Their taking on them to change the condition of 
ny the dead, and enſure to their fiiends the happy eſtate of 
"cl their ſoul upon ſome large offerings co the Church for 
Oh this, As likewiſe that reſpect ms veneration they re- 
| quire from men to the reliques of the Sainrs deceaſed , 
| 1 wheretothey aſcribe ſuch power both againſt fin, .and for 
"i healing diſeaſes of the body: yea molt of theſe pretended 
reliques, ſuch as muſt neceſſarily plead fome extraor- 
..W dinary. miracle to be wrought for their conrinued prefer- 
"i vation , that thus they may with confidence perſwade the 
© world, their having "Aras one or {cul{ of the Apoſiles & 
Primitive Saindts to be ſtill ſeen, if any have aheart:to 
givea price for it, : 
| y ' 4. "Char the Romiſh Pope 1s the true Succeſſor of Peter, 
, and thus Chriſts Vicar as they tearme him,upon theearth 
which men muſt needs take upon truſt ,. with animphl- 
cite; faith from ſuch , whoſe pretermenc-;: and gamn itt 
"ll the World ſhould be other wiſe ruined, ifthis be not 
taken off their hand , whilſt yet it is ſo undeniable , 
at what a ſtrait they are, to put a handſome ſhape on 


« this device , or how the World can know upon any 
; W fure ons 1. How Peter was at Rome , or that he was 
> (etled ina peculiar manner Bithop in that See, which net» 


ly ther Scripture , nor the moſt ancient records of the 
Ne Church gives the leaſt ſhadow of ground for. 2, How 
MW the Pope becometh his Succeſſor , orupon what warrant, 
yea, that this ſhould be an Article of mens faith , _ 
| "hs 
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the Scripture 1s wholly filent. 3. How that pretended 
ſucceſſion to Peter in that: particular Dioceſs of Rome, 
ſhould have a Catholick Power and Headſhip over the WP 
whole Church annexed thereto , ſo as all who ſucceed in 
1a the one, muſt alſo in the other. 4. How a warranta- fe 
ble Succeſſion of each particular Pope ; can be made ſure W*! 
to the Apoſtle , upon this pretended right ,-and that he IN 
hath lawfnlly ſucceeded ; fince if this be nul , and the FW 
eleion be unlawful, they have then with their own con- (ſi? 
ſent no promiſe of Afliſtance, nor obedience in this caſe W©? 
due. 5. When ic is ſo clear , that the Power of the jh 
Keyes were given no leſs to the reſt of the Apoſtles, then i? 
to Peter , as 15 expreſs Matth. 1$: 18, 19. yea , that Peter 4 
claimed no ſuch prefidence amongſt the reſt of the A- 
files , as may be ſeen A&. 15. upon what ground can 

they thus refound ſo great a clatme as this > Oh whatan WP" 
amazing infatuation are thoſein , who ſhould take this W*0 
upon truſt , the very recital whereof is ſo obvious a re-if0 
fatation of it ſelf : And that on ſuch a pretended Powe MW 
and Supremacy of Peter , the whole weight and ſuperſtry- 
Aure of the Romiſh Hierarchy muſt leane, yea which is of th 
2 higher;concerne , thar on this, by undeniable conſe- 
quence, muſt be rolled over a weight noleſs, than the ſo 
- Eternal intereſt, and periſhing of many millions of ſouls, M5"! 
who upon this Plenary Power and Infallibility of the (W*%: 
Pope , thus founded upon ſucha ground , do adventure W**" 
with ſuch an Acquitrance and Abſolution» as their ſecu-W'?r 
rity into another World. 
5, Thatnotable device of Purgatory may be 2 convin- He 
-— ny to the horrid impoſture of Popery, than which V” 
nothing could have been more ſubſervient to that greaWP* 
deſigne of a lucrative intereſt , and to keep the people ih 
undera continued aw and terror ; yez what improvement 
for ſo many ages they have made of this for their own pr- 
vate gain, thatit may be ſeen, the Romiſh Church ſhoul. 
Joſe one of the greateſt revenues it hath , if purgator 
were 
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were not kept up amongſt them , & is beyond reckoning 
by themſelves what continned income this hath had , & 
b quantum hec fabula profuit Romane Eccleſie. But Oh! ſuch 
1 (as will thus adventure hereon , may have ſaddeſt cauſero 
_ Wfeare, that this Purgatory, on their immediat parting with 
« time, be found a real hell, whence no releaſe, or Poflibi- 
'» Wlity thereof can be , though all the treaſures of the earth 
\« could be given for the ſame ; and then ſhall know this 
\. (ad verification of this truth 2 Theſ. 2: 11,12. Which ſo 
(> (cxpreſly points at Antichriſtian Popery , for this cauſe God 
\+ WW ſhall ſend them ftrong delufionsto believe a lye,becauſe they received 
n v2! the Love of the Truth , that they might be ſaved; that they 
cy i 41 may be damned, who believe not the Truth, but bad pleaſure in 
a. Munrigbteouſneſs. 
nn $5. Whatſtrange account do their legends give of their 
an Mpretended Miracles,as the moſt effeQual way to gain ctedit 
\is WI co theſe Doctrines , which they ſee can have no poſſible 
re. founding as theScripture;ſuchas that we may judge thoſe, 
rr Vo are butin theleaſt knowing amongſt them, wonder , 
-u- {how Credit could be expected from any thereto , ſuch as 
of Webey tell us of $. Fraveis, how he was greater then Fobn 
ſe. MW the Baprif, and better thenall the Apoſtles, who in Vi- 
he ſton received the Wounds of Chriſt, ſuffered the ſame 
1s, Mgricfs, in whom all vertues of the Saints, as well under 
-he Ffhe O1d , as underthe New Teſtament, ar put unitive & 
irc <onjunRive, and after, moſt blaſphemouſly puts him in the 
{ameroome with our. moſt bleſſed Lord , by reaſon of a 


Cll- 

ſcedule which they (ay Leo the Friar ſaw deſcend from 
in Heaven, and fell on the Head of Francs , whereon was 
ich write , this man » the prace of God , and example of all 


perfeFion , &e. This Book, wherein theſe; yea where 
more horride blaſphcmies are written , called Iiber con- 
formitatum impreſiis Bononie Fol. 3, & 250. is called by 
them their golden book , with this expreſs clauſe under- 


ri 
a neath by a general conſent of the _ of that Order , 
orf Ys haye ſearched this book, and found nothing worthy of 


Cary 


- aſtormeat ſea, when invocate, and the ſtorme calmed, 
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correion. Such an inſtance alſo is he, whom they call F: 
Dominick, of whom they ſhew-that Chriſt raiſed three 
only from the dead, butS. Dominick, three in one City. 
tharhe had the Angels at his Setvice , ( but it may be eaſy 
rojudge what Angels they were ) how the Elements did 
obey him , and the Devils trembled at him : how he had 
a ſtar in his fo:ehead, when he was Baptizedand reſtored 
fourty ſtrangers to life that where overwhelmed ina ſhip, 
and long under the water , with much'more of this kind; 
publiſhed to the World by Anthony an Archbiſhop of his 
Order. «Anthon, Arch. Pag. 3, 23. but with theſe fi 
mous inſtances miy be fitly joined two Nunes , no leſs 
known and publick , who if they had lived in one time, 
and their rs I could have allowed it , might have been 
ſuteably marcht with other , the one is Magdalena de 
Cruce, Abbeſs of a Monaſtery of Franciſcan Nunnes, 
who by the Power of the Devil appeared to Mariners in 


was ſometimes lift up into the air , and the Sacrament 
went up viſibly out of the Prieſts hand that ſaid Maſs, 
through the air before all that look on , unto her: was of 
ſuch repute , that not only many ladies 1n Spain but the 

ueen alſo when ſhe was near to be brought to bed , ſent 
the mantles wherein the Child was to be wrapt, forher 
to bleſs : yet atlength upon cleareſt diſcovery , and her 
own confeffion, found to be a witch, inexpreſs com- 
pact with the Devil ſince ſhewas nine Yearsold , ſo a 
the Spapiſh Inquiſirors could not get ſhifted ſome 
forme of Sentence againſt her Anno 1540. A paſſage 
the truth whereof the Romiſh Church will not offer to dil: 
own, the relation being ſo publickand known by ther 
own writers: And indeed ſhe was well ſuted to beat 
Abbeſs of S, Francis Order. The other Inſtance is tha 
relation ſet forth by one Stephen de Lufipnan dedicated 
to the French Queen of the great Miracles in the Yes 
1586, which hapned to thePrioreſs de le Annonciado - 

. Lis 
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1shon in Portugal , approved by the greateſt Church men 
here , whoſe names are ſet down , how uſually Chriſt 
{Woppcared to her, and talked with her, and had theim- 
reſs of his five wounds put upon her, wich many ſuch 
range things , ſo as ſeverals were incited through the 
ime of her, ro become Nunnes, yer at laſt was by a 
ervellous providence from the Lord , diſcovered, and 
11 to be an impoſture, confeſling the ſame her ſelf , with 
he whole manner of it, ſo as the evidence thereof did 
nforce the Archbiſhop of Lichon , with the Inquiſition 
o make ſome ſhew of condemning her, as is printed at 
eviſlle 1589. but the diſcovery came too late of this, or 
xher too ſoon for their intereſt ; after the relation of 
er Miracles had -gone a broad. Theſe inſtances I onl 
ere touch,of which ſo many elſeare known to the mk 
hat it may be ſeene, on what fignes and lying wonders, 
1s party leanes for the ſupport of their Do@rine, which 
not abide the light of the Scripture. But oh! Tr 
ay be ſad , and amazing in this day , when the truth is 
clearly ſhewed forth , how ſo much the World ſeemes 
) have loſt all ſighr and impreſſions thereof, yea, turned 
that rate Atheiſtical, ro be thus impoſed upon , for ſub- 
Qing to that way » where the baite cannot be more dif- 
rnable then the hook , and where men muſt quite both 
eligionand Reaſon at once, in getting ſuch a ſtile as this 
t 2 Roman Catholick, 


CONSID. IV. 


Ourthly , Whilſt this ſtrange _ we have this day be- 


fore us of the Romiſh ſtate and Hierarchy , with thar 
cculiar frame and mould it is caft in, ſo different from o- 
er Kingdomes of the world, of ſuch numerous orders 
d degrees, reſolving in one Monarch and head the 
nof fin; after whom the world ſo long hath wonder- 


l, Letus but ſeriouſly alſo conſider what true account 
anti- 
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antiquitie, on Which they ſoſmuch lean, gives of this way, 

1. How clear and noture, even to admiration is that 
diſcovery iſo many ages paſt , of this Adverſary , his 
ſhape, the way and manner of his appearance, andſo 
expreſly foretold by the holy Ghoſt , as we now ſee with 
oureyes in the event , when upon no principles of Rex 
ſon, or the leaſt of viſtble appearances ſuch future emetr- 
gencies could ever been foreſeen, or haveentered into 
mens thoughes , that it may be demonſtrably evident to 
all, this only could have been revealed by him, to whon 
all his works are known from the beginning. 

2. As the Sctipture ſhewes that early riſe this myſtery 
of iniquity had , andits beginning to work with the fir 
dawnings of Chriſtianity, though chen more undiſcern 
ably, and under ground: This we may know alſo, unde 
whoſe band this monſtruous birth was moſt ripened, a 
brought forth, to 2 more Publick View of the World: 
wit that horrid and vile wretch Phocas, who then uſurpel 
the Empire , and conſpired againſt his Maſter Mauritius 
andas all Hiftories of that time ſhewes, what a plague and 
judgement from the Lord he was to the world, ſoas,it 
related of a holy man, who then lived , after much wre 
lings 1n A with God with ſome ſerious enquiry, wh 
ſuch a vilewretch had been ſetup over the Empire , gaffÞrd 
ina ſtrange minner this anſweie , quia non inveni pejorealiif 
Yet this cruel and brutiſh man Phoc@s, as the Popil 
writers themſelves are forced co confeſs, was he , faſiſÞ"t 
whom Grepory the great by his legate, doth ſo congrau 
Jate his advancement, as he ſummonds the nw. 
all the Saints 1n heaven to rejoice therein.  Aﬀeer whdl 
deaths the ſucceeding Pope Boniface:did ſo far infinuate( 
this Emperiour, as todivide him from the Greek Pain 
arch , and obtained the grancing of that Chartour, ur 
which their pret2nded right "a, © to be uniyerſal hed 


and Biſhop of che Chriſtian Church; a very obvious ſu. 
ableneſs being here , for one bloody uſurper , as !! 
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was , who roſe upon the aſſaſination cf that. good Empe- 
our and his Children, to mike thus way for another; nor 
2 ficter mean Could have been found ro help the man of 
fn to his throne, than this Phocas , for which ſee Ba» 

an, $1.40 G6o3.art. 3. | 
3. It ſhould be remarkable, that concurrance of things 
25 then for the more full diſcoyery of this Adverſary , 

znd of his being revealed to be that min of fin ſhewed b 

he holy Ghoſt, 2 Thel. 2: 3. when their own great 
riters are enforced to tell , fince this could not poffibly 
he hid , how from the dighth Century, and ſeveral ages 
after, ſuchas exerced the papal power, were for the moſt 
art, ſo many prodigles of wickedneſs'in their time , thar 
hoſe Hiſtories ſeemes to want words toexpreſs the hor- 
our and abomination of ſuch as were Popes , for which 
et any but read Platina himſelf ih, 5. upon Benedi& 
be 4. and many others, of thejr lives, where he ſhewes, 
ow they were become ſuch , as laying aſide all divine 
orſhip , like cruel ryrrants did exerce their malice in 
fa”; but that ſorhe of them lived not long, God 
ing themaway as ſo my Moaſters of men: but more 
ully doth Cardinal Benno {peak to this , yea Baroneus 
ſoin- his Annales Tom, 10, how it was then kaown their 


phy 
oofÞrdinary uſe of Magick , conſulting with the Devil, and 
Wiving themſelves over to theſe horrid Villanies , as no 
WMcathen records almoſt give ſuch an account. And, which 


we Baronins his Qwn words , though one of the greateſt 
ends to the Popiſh intereſt , that ſuch was the face of the 


| Romiſh Chureh , as Sees wete changed, Biſhopricks and 


urch offices given at the pleaſure of the vileſt Strum- 


alffpets that then bare rule at Rome, Now this is thattrue 


antiquity they have to boaſt of to the world , and of thoſe 


«Popes, whole infallibility in all matters of faith-they 


able is it from thoſe 'times , when the 
Hierarchy once began to. ripea to its height , 
D what 


” 
\ 
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opes, 
ould 7 amy men to rely on. ' 
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Fo” Some Conſiderations 
what ſoreſt plagues did thus follow and break in on th 


Chriſtian world , yea, what ap inler of grofſeſt ignoſſ”. 


rance was therewith , not only of divine things , bur « 
al humane literature, and morality; as from the co 


currance of hiſtories then is clear ; that with the ſeveri®: ; 


ſteps of theadvance of the Popiſh grandour and power 
the world} did gradually turne worſe , yea, and in ; 
ſtrangejmanner þecame barbarous , rude and ſavage , { 
as both Baroniuc and others of their writers , (who , they 
know intended no reflection upon their way, further 
then neceſlity enforced them to ſpeak ) -ſhewes , ſuch 
was the face of thoſe tirnes, as 1t wasa matter of ſuſpition 
ro know;the Greek language, but to have any knowledge 
pf the Hebrew, wasno leſs than herefie; yea calleth then 

infeliaſſima & lutysfiſſima Romane Ecclifie "her and 


chat theſe and following ages were ſuch , wherein al 
things both humane and divine , were in viſible cor 
fuſon, | 


5. And is it not noture to all, who canſultsthe Church 
records what a flood not only in diſſolutneſs of practice, 
put Atheiſme in Principles did remarkeably then break 
forth on the Chriſtian world, with that advance of the 
Romiſh intereſt towards its height; ſq as thoſe , who 
were ſerious in the matters of truth , were almoſt 
brought toa queſtioning of the whole of the Goſpel, and 
any ſound founding of their faith in the matters of God, 
whilſt Religion ſeemed tg be almoſt loſt in fabulous tr# 
ditions , and humane inventions , thus Fredrick the 
tbird King of Suily, a religious Prince in ſuch dark times 
was ſtaggered about the Chriftian faith , and made 19 
queſtion 1f the Gaſpel was not ſome humane device, a 
is publiſhedfat length in his conference with Arnold 
de Villa nova a learned man , upon theſe'grounds. 1. Th: 
the whole Clergy great and ſmall conformed their live 
no wiſe to the Scripture, had no regardro the ſquls ofth 
people, and diſcharged facred offices , for forme on 

| og ore 
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relſe inſcorne aud mockery , which then was ſo norure 


"0; ic could not be hid. 2. That thoſe of themote ſevers 


rder of Monks did obviouſly evidence hypocriſy , impie- 
y, wantotibeſs, rapine, yea incredulity about the Goſpel 
ſelf. 3. That ina Doctrine ſo weighty, and of ſuch con- 


er Wequence , as the Chriftiah faith ; the Romish Church 


eemedſolirtle concerned , were intangled in worldly af- 
Wires, and no courſe ſet on foot for propagation of the 
oſpel , to farisfy whom Arnoldus shewed , how exprelly 


neruch defection, and theſe corruprions were foretold under 


| | elfshewes. And beſides, it is known w 


e New Teſtament , as that conference PRE by _ 
ar advantage the 


ible groſneſs of Popety gave ro Mabumidaniſme , and 
or many's falling off from the vi6ble Profefſiofi of Chri- 
ianity 3 which cauſed Averroes the Philoſophet to cry out; 
um Chr iſtiani Deum ſuum manducent , fit anima med cum Phi- 
oſophi. Yea enforeed ſuch , who gave ahy ſerious look 
othe Scripture , to ſay , that eicher rhe Scripture was not 


he Word of God , or ſuch as profefled the ſame, were not 
hriſtians. And when rhus Atheifme may be ſcene to fol- 
ow Popery aSits hativeeffect, and murually concurre toge- 
her. Oh! whar might be feared from ſuch an obvious 
onjunction of both in rhis time, if the truth and faith» 
ureſs of God were nor his Churches {ecurity; 


CONSID. V. 
te | Irhly , Sould ir nor ſeeme ſttange, arid ſuch , at ns 


reaſon can truely anſwere , why in theſe rim2s Kings & 
reat men.of the earth. hath given their pwet to ſupport 


tg nr ne 
one Romteh intereft , when this fo' vitibly 1s deſtructive to 


hejutt rizht > and infereſt of all Maziſtrars ; but that we 
eeit1s of God, in giving'rhail ſo far up in his ſecter judg- 
"ent, until the Scriprure be fulfilled, as is clear, Rey. 17:2 
M7. for lis ſure, otherwiſe theſe things can nor be hid 


om thexr eyes. 
| D 2 1. That 
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. I. Thar as thegrandour of the Romich Church grew up 
how the Kings of the earth by giving their power thereto 
loſt their own , and by their concurrace in this defigne wer 
roleſs evidently depreſſed , rban the otber raiſed ; ſo asal 
who look in on the niftory of ſuch times , may clearly ſeq 
the ſeveral ſteps of the Pepes advance, in coming to hi 
z2ht, and w the Empir's declining and fall , both inthe 
ne and weſterne pazrs, moſt vihbly meer in one and the 
ſame hiſtory : yea thus, how quickly Magiſtracy , andthe 
power thereof wasturned to an Image and shadow , thatr 
could not further live and act , but as it was enlivened wit 
the Romich breath , yea , how quickly ina few ages after 
Phocas ; the greateft of the wefterne Emperors were forcei 
to bow at the Popes feet, ſoas Henry the fourth was put 
ſtand three dayes inthe cold winter barefoored ar the Pop 
gates, ere he could be reconciled ga pon ſome pretende 
quarrel he had againſt him; yeathe Fopish writers account 
itiheir honour to telt the world how Fredrick Barbaroſſa 
the firſt Emperor of that name , was madeto Jay his nec 
under Pope Acxanders feer , until he trampled thereos 
blaſpbemouſly making uſe of that Scripture ,- Pſ.g1. tha! 
thus he would tread upon the Lyon and the Dragon : before 
he could obtain bis fon's liberty then in priſon in Venice, 
and at the Pop*s diſpoſing And here we may have aconſp! 
cuous Commentar on that Scripture, '2 Theſ: 2: 3. that this 
ler, which was to be taken out of the way of the mand 
fan's being revealed , as is there foretold , was not ti 
heathen Empire of Rome only, but the Roman Empin 
-Inits integriy and ſtrength even after it was Chriſtiap, 
2+ Itisnndeniable from the Romish DoCEtrine and Pri 
Ciples, that power the Pope and Rulers of their Churd 
owns to dethrone Kings, and tranferretheir Kingdomest 
others, ard by there Interdiction to looſe ſubjes froma 
wyeor alledgeance to their Prince, ro bind or looſe me! 


conſciences, asthey find their own intereſt ſtand 3 andoill Ye: 


war plemtude oftheir Churches power, ro exem ee = 
ia 


Tretcat. 


ps 3 


M6aftick Perſons from the Lawes of Magiſtrate, fy a9 they 
may not be judged by theſe, for the moſthorride and no» _ 


M:orions Crimes, which the CivilPower onght to punishs 
whilſt their Charch immunities are a Ciry of for 


. And as the Ronush Religion ftricks ar the yety roo 
of Piet and Godlineſs , when by the Popes Power , yea 
of ordinary Priefts, it can diſpenſe with the moſt horride 


6 Ads of wickedneis , murther, adnkery , raprs, inceſt, 


ſodomy , and hath their rates ftated at whar price they can 
6 purchaſs a fult abſolurion for the ſame, ſo doth ir thus no 
les vifibly trick at the greateſt ſecurity of Governmenr 
and that which foundeth the ffrongeſt Obligations to 

Civil and Moral Duties, which isro have the aw and regard 
of Religion kept np ina nation. EO , 
1 4. It is clear alſo how the Romich Podtrine fubverts 

ntruth and rigbreouſneſs am men, which is the greateſt 

ſecurity of all Perſonal i $ when it ayowedly 
equivocation both in Oaths and Words, and in fach fo 
ful tearmes roſweare , as may bedireQly contrair to the in- 
i tention of the judge reqniring the ſame, ſo as an Oath m 
WM judgment cannot be the end of controverſy, yea by theirDo= 
arine expreſly teaches alſo, that a man is not bound to re« 
pent preſently for the moſthainous fins , but is only necefſar 
of 10 the laft exrreame of Life. 
W 5. Are not the Principles of the RomichReligion ſuch as 
ll are viſibly deffructive evenro humane ſociety, in ſo prom 
il fefled owning , under a pretended zeal againſt hereſy ( for 
ſuchis the Doctrine of Chriſt untothem) thoſe Prodigies 
ofcruelty, which we should think humane narure, though 
WF corrupt , could nor bur. tremble ar , withour' being rranſ- 
formed into the very image of the Devil > Such as the 
French and Irich Maſſactes, the Netherland perſecution under 
ol the Duke of Alva , the Spanisb Inquiſition , I ——— 
Wy years under Queene Mary?s rejgne in England, do beforeall 
lea be world witneſs; yea its obyious, how no cruelty, even 
D 3 of the 
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of che Heathens in thefirſt times of: the Church can almof 
be found ro parallel with Popish __ , where they caiffſ® 
have z doore opened for this. - Oh! t 1t Should be fg ſt 
lictle ſeen and laid to heart ar rhis day , Lol the common ll !* 
intereſt and concerne of all Princes and Magiſtrats , even 
upon rheir awn civil rights,is ro contendagainſt this greateſt 
adverſary , thatever Jeſus Chriſt had upon the earth , and ye 
if now benot believed , ſaddeſt experience may yet make 
this clear, that in thoſe parrs , whete] theſtruch hath been 5 
received and embraced, and by the good hand of the Lord ſl,” 
reſcued from the yoke and dominion of Antichriſt, tha pe 
Irs ſure, the ſecurity of rhe Churcht and Commonwealth 
is there neceſſarily conjoyned fo, that if the Proteſtant in- 
tereſt should weare out, and the truth decline , the land 
cannot poſſibly be ſafe, where once this had beeh re- 
ceived. 
The Romish intereſt now ſeemes to gain ground , yet 
a ſtrange and unuſual conjuction to promote thar way; bu 
j irswell , we know a more bleſſe1 and infallible ſecurity, 
than outward appearances to reſt upon: and with that al- [© 
ſarance , as we can be perſwaded of an eterval ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, Iris ſurcalſo, 1. Thar the victory and de- 
Cifion of this warre shall be on the Lambs ſide, and thoſe A 
that are with him muſt overcome, when the living God hath MW; 
paſthis word thereupon, to his Church ; and though we 
may ſerno bounds , asto ary particular time , we have ſ0- 
lide ground to believe that a more remarkeable ſtroke, 
above all that bath been hitherto , haſteneth upon the Kin:- 
dome of Antichriſt. 2. That who ſoever withdraw, an! 
think it their intereſt now to keep a diſtancein ariy a:iven- 
turing for the truth, yer light and deliverance $hall arile 
to the Church from another aitth; bur this shall not be rhe 
eſcapeand outgate 3 Yea though it ſeeme a ſtrange contra: 
diction to ſenſe and reaſon, it isro be rhe matter of our faith, 
chat afluredly now the riſe and advance of the reformed 
Church is on foot, and her sharpelt couflicts and moo 
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wuft tend thereunto. 3. Though the Spirit of interceſſion 
and prayer may be roo diſcernably found under a fad re 
fraint> asto what hath been in former timesinthe Churchs 
yet rhis ſure, that many prayers and groans once put 

an innumerable company who now are in heaven,'in behal. 
of the Church, and for that ſolemne day of Babylons fall, 
yer waits and ftill cryes before the throne!; ſuch prayers, 
wherein they had greateſt acceſsand liberty by the helpof 
the Spirit , for powring our their ſouls thus before che 
Lord, 4. It's ſure weareto believe, that inſtruments shall 
be yet raiſed , and called for that end with a meryelous aps 
pearance of God upon them, to execute the judgment 
written againſt this Adyerſary 3 and O what ableſfed , 'iand 


Ins honourable ſervice shall it be? 5. Should this not other- 


wiſe bemade our, bur through a ſca of blood, and wound= 
ng the heads over many Countries, yea 1ina-way (aswe 
have cleareft groundrojudge ) which humanereaſon could 
neverreach. Iris ſure, thiscannor be wanting, and when 
be God of rruth hath ſaid , ſuch an enemy $hal] be broughe 
down, his Counſel muſt ſtand , rhough all the Kingdomes 
ofthe earrh ſtood in the way thereof 3 Oh! ar whar arate 
doestheſe now run themſelyes in the mo of his wrath and 
vengeance , andto be partakers of the ſame plagues with 


(s 


Antichrift , who yet will nor ceaſe, forgiving their powes 
to ſupport that accurſed and fall;ng intereſt, « P | 


